
Catch up with Claire 
Matthews (if you can) 
claireincanada.tumblr.com 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Before we break for summer 
●●● 

Congratulations to all those who have been matched 
for an exchange for the upcoming fall semester or 
next year in the southern hemisphere.  The next few 
weeks will be filled with anticipation.  Enjoy the lead 
up.  If you are still waiting on an exchange, be 
reassured that matches still occur after we have 
breaked for summer. 
 
The people at CLEE want to acknowledge those who 
are returning to their home as their exchange year 
comes to a close.  Welcome back or au revoir, as the 
case may be!  We’d love to share your stories. 
 
Summer has finally arrived and most of us are 
looking forward to a much deserved summer holiday.  
Travelling is a major part of my plans.  Having visited 
so many areas of Australia during my exchange year, 
I figured I’d better get to know my own country that 
much better.  So my plans include a long camper tour 
of BC, including the coastal areas and our Pacific 
jewel, Haida Gwaii.  I hope you’ll follow my blog as I 
plan to write often. 
 
We still have a few events planned for June.  And 
some terrific activities are in the making when we 
return in September. Please take a few moments to 
peruse our upcoming activities on page 2. 
 
In future editions, we want to continue featuring some 
of your own stories and photos.  To that end, please 
forward your stories, comments and blog links to me 
@ cteachr@hotmail.com. 
 

Catherine Gagnon   

Editor 
International Teaching Fellow  
Bendigo, Australia – 2011 

 
Visit my blog @ http://feb122010.wordpress.com for 
links to other newsletters and stories of my own 
exchange. 
 
Twitter @tmwupsidedown 
 
 

 

Welcome to Ontario!  
Bienvenue en Ontario! 

 
 

Summer 2014 Ontario Edition 

 

http://claireincanada.tumblr.com/
http://feb122010.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/ita-apr-may-2014-newsletter.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ITA1975
http://feb122010.files.wordpress.com/
mailto:cteachr@hotmail.com
http://feb122010.wordpress.com/


UPCOMING EVENTS 

   JUNE Event Contact 

Saturday, June 14 Outgoing Information Session 
St. Conrad Catholic School, 
North York 

 

Cathy Crispo 
cathy.crispo@rogers.com   

Saturday, June 14- 
Sunday, June 15 

White Water Rafting and BBQ 
Renfrew Area 
Overnight stay at the 
Connors 

Russ Connors 
rconnors@rccdsb.edu.on.ca 

Friday, June 20 to 
Sunday, June 22 

Experience a 
Penetanguishene/Southern 
Georgian Bay weekend! 

Helena Annala 
helena.annala@sympatico.ca 

JULY & AUGUST No activities planned  

SEPTEMBER   

September 12-14 New Exchange Teacher 
Welcome Weekend @ 
Camp Wanakita 

Carol Wilkins 
cwilk@ceef.ca 

 
September 12-14 

Camp Wanakita Fall Weekend 
Come and see the autumn 
leaves at their peak 

Bob Cole 
bobcole@idirect.com 

OCTOBER    

October 3-5 Autumn Adventure 
Raptors, Bison & Iroquoian 
Village, BBQ & Curling 

Tom & Ginette Andress 
ginette@andress.ca 

NOVEMBER   

November 14-16 Welcome to your Toronto 
Weekend !!!!!! 
Cocktails and Hors d'Oeuvres 
@ Cathy & Gary Crispo's 
chillin' pad! 

Cathy Crispo 
H: (416) 780-1922 
C: (416) 704-4843  
cathy.crispo@rogers.com 

 Explore metropolitan Toronto 
with: 
a walking tour of Toronto; 
ride 'The Red Rocket'; enjoy 
lunch at the Eaton (Shopping) 
Centre; later bowling at RINX 

 

 Experience the magic of the 
annual Santa Claus Parade 
through the streets of 
downtown Toronto! 

 

 

mailto:cathy.crispo@rogers.com
mailto:rconnors@rccdsb.edu.on.ca
mailto:helena.annala@sympatico.ca
mailto:cwilk@ceef.ca
mailto:bobcole@idirect.com
file:///E:/activities/Sept%20Weekend%20Final%202012.doc
mailto:ginette@andress.ca
http://www.cleecanada.ca/New%20CLEE%20Documents%202012-2013/torontoweekend2012.pdf
http://www.cleecanada.ca/New%20CLEE%20Documents%202012-2013/torontoweekend2012.pdf
mailto:caterina.crispo@tcdsb.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ottawa beckons (Mary Moore is 
currently teaching in Richmond Hill)   
 
It was a weekend conference calling all 
Australian and Northern Hemisphere 
exchange teachers to the capital of 
Canada, and their spouses.  As the 
exchangee, it was a great experience to 
visit another school and to learn more 
about the Canadian system from 
another perspective. The second day 
was very full with our specially 
organized tour of Parliament, Peace 
Tower, the city district and Gatineau, 
and tea in the famed Byward Market.  
However, 2014 is not all about me as 
the teacher. My husband, Adam, gave 
up his job to come along and share the 
dream. He’s being dragged all around 
on school things, so here’s what the 
‘others’ get up to whilst we are busy 
being the exchangees.  
 
WELCOME TO OTTAWA! That was the 
greeting screaming at me from the 
capital as I drove in 
toward the city after 
dropping Mary at her 
school visit. 
I am excited! I am 
heading to the 
MUSEE DE 
L'AVIATION ET DE 
L'ESPACE DU 
CANADA [Canada air 
and space museum] 
on a balmy, WARMISH morning. The 

weather in Ottawa after our last three 
visits seems to be a couple of degree 
warmer than in Toronto. The highway 
into town is like any other in Canada: 
road construction is everywhere.  As 
they say, there are two seasons - snow 
and construction. I left the highway and 
travelled through parts of the city 

tourists don't see but it's what every city 
has and was no different to any other 
big city.  
I am an aviation enthusiast, not so much 
military aircraft but private pilots and 
their aircraft doing extraordinary things 
in these aircraft that were not really 

meant to be 
doing what 
they were 
intending. 
 
I had two 
hours, which is 
never enough 
time to 
immerse 
myself, but 

with a good plan, I had the entire 

Ottawa Beckons 
By Adam Smith, Victoria AU 

 



museum and a visit to the gift shop 
done in two hours! Great place to visit. 
 
Back in the car and a quick sightseeing 
trip across the city, it was off to meet up 
with Mary and the other exchangees for 
lunch at "Malone's" on the lake which is 
part of the Rideau Canal. It was a great 
lunch with a fantastic outlook over the 
entire lake. We had free time so not far 
from the restaurant was the park where 
the Tulip Festival was being held. The 
tulips were very shy due to the very long 
winter and the flowers were still around 
a week or so from unleashing their full 
colour on the locals and visitors. We 
jumped back in the car and after being 
stuck in peak hour madness we were 
heading south toward the small farming 
community of Osgoode where we were 
catching up with 2013 exchangees to 
Australia, Scott and Nancy McEwen and 
their children Tyler and Hannah. It was a 
great catch up as only exchangees “get” 
this whole experience and it was good 
to chat with Nancy who understood the 
‘spouse’ story.  
 
Huge thanks to the Ottawa Chapter of 
CLEE who organized a wonderful 

weekend that was educational, 
entertaining and fun!  
We are heading back to Ottawa to 
celebrate Canada Day… can’t wait! 
 
More pics can be found on our blog: 
maryandadamincanada.blogspot.com or 
our Facebook page: 
maryandadamincanada 
 
 

 
 
 
 
.  

From left: Adam, Mary and Bill Avery (Ottawa 
Chapter of CLEE) 

You know you’re in a Canadian school when the 
sports equipment includes snowshoes. 
Photo from Mary’s visit to an Ottawa area school 
during the Ottawa Spring Conference. 

Mary wrote in a Facebook 
entry: French immersion in many 

schools. This was a regular elementary. 
French is everywhere.... amazing. 

http://maryandadam.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mary-and-Adam-in-Canada/724932974200964
https://www.facebook.com/724932974200964/photos/pb.724932974200964.-2207520000.1402244835./829430710417856/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/724932974200964/photos/pb.724932974200964.-2207520000.1402244835./829430710417856/?type=1&theater


  

From top left: Aboriginal Experiences, Double 
Decker bus tour of the city, the view from the 
Peace Tower, Outdoor Evening Fun at 
Roland and Darlene’s (Richard shows off his 
bottle opener flipflops, Bike Riding along the 
Rideau Canal – Photos from Claire Matthews 
and Catherine Gagnon. 

More Ottawa Spring Conference fun… 
 

http://31.media.tumblr.com/3b3f041c6521b4924aaff5b263900fe1/tumblr_n5ydajqSeQ1sbfbe3o1_1280.jpg
http://claireincanada.tumblr.com/image/86461735770
http://claireincanada.tumblr.com/image/86453923335
http://claireincanada.tumblr.com/image/86459155235
http://claireincanada.tumblr.com/
http://feb122010.wordpress.com/2014/05/19/seeing-ottawa-like-a-tourist/


 

 

 

July 1 – Canada Day Celebrations occur in most communities around the 

country.  We like to think Ottawa has the best fireworks display in the nation.  

Wear Red and White and join the celebration. 

 

Fruit picking – Berries are available in June and July, peaches and grapes in 

August.  And don’t forget an old-fashioned corn roast (usually held late August, 

early September). 

 

Water everywhere! – Lakes and rivers abound in Ontario.  Take some time to try 

canoeing or white water rafting. 

 

Beaches – Ontario is bordered by all but one great lake.  Provincial parks and 

private campgrounds are inviting spaces to get away and enjoy the long days 

and balmy, starry nights. 

 

Wineries!!!  Niagara and Prince Edward County are both within 3 hours drive.  

For a real treat, join the grape harvest in early October when volunteers get a 

nice meal and some great wine as a reward for their efforts. 

 

Travel to our many National Parks and Historic Sites for a taste of Canadian 

culture, from coast to coast to coast – National Parks Canada 

 

 

 

Flashback! 

Last July 1, we were in Forts de Levis, 

Quebec, one of Canada’s National Parks 

(entry is free on that day). The park was the 

site of many new citizens swearing in.  My 

Danish mother-in-law remembers attending a 

similar ceremony is the 1950s when she 

became a Citizen of Canada.   You can read 

about July 1, 2013 here.  How will you 

celebrate Canada Day?  Mary Moore and 

Adam Smith (Healesville, AU) plan to spend Canada Day in Ottawa and Fourth 

of July in the US. Send me your stories and pictures for our fall edition of the 

CLEE newsletter – cteachr@hotmail.com. 

Vol. 1 Issue 1 

 

 

A few suggestions for summer activities in Ontario: 
 

http://www.canada-day.ca/
http://www.ontarioparks.com/english/welcome.html
http://www.pc.gc.ca/voyage-travel/index.aspx
http://feb122010.wordpress.com/2013/07/03/day-2-le-fleuve/
mailto:cteachr@hotmail.com

