
 
 
 
 

 

 

Welcome back! 
●●● 

I’ve just spent the summer travelling all over British 
Columbia, looking for a potential place to retire from 
teaching in two years.  I have to admit that I left 
school in June quite tired and really made an effort to 
put away all thoughts of the upcoming school year.  
As I sat on my front porch last weekend, planning my 
first day of classes, I realized I really love teaching, 
including all the preparation that goes into making 
sure my students are as successful as possible.  
What a great profession this is!  Hopefully you are 
returning to classes refreshed and eager for your 
next adventure. 
 
CLEE has plenty of activities planned in the coming 
months.  Whether you are newly arrived or are 
working on your last 4 months in Canada, there are 
many opportunities for you to visit our great province 
and meet some of the wonderful CLEE members, all 
former exchange teachers. 
 
Please take a few moments to peruse our upcoming 
activities on page 2.  
 

Just arrived or been teaching in 
Canada all year? It’s not too late 
to attend the Wanakita fall 
weekend from September 12-
14! Contact Bob Cole at  

bobcole@idirect.com  

 
Check page 3 to catch up with some of our current 
exchange teachers. 
 
In future editions, we hope to feature some of your 
own stories and photos.  To that end, please forward 
your stories, comments and blog links to me @ 
cteachr@hotmail.com. 
 

Catherine Gagnon   

Editor 
International Teaching Fellow  
Bendigo, Australia – 2011 

 
Visit my blog @ http://feb122010.wordpress.com 

Welcome to Ontario!  
Bienvenue en Ontario! 

 
 

Fall 2014 Ontario Edition 

 

Newly arrived exchange 
teachers are invited to attend 
the Welcome Conference 
@Camp Wanakita. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

   SEPTEMBER Event Contact 

September 12-14 New Exchange Teacher 
Welcome Conference @ Camp 
Wanakita 
 

Carol Wilkins 
cwilk@ceef.ca   

 Camp Wanakita Fall Weekend 
Come and see the autumn 
leaves at their peak 

Bob Cole 
bobcole@idirect.com 

OCTOBER    

October 17-19 Kitchener-Waterloo Octoberfest 
& Mennonite Weekend! 
Information Package and 
Registration Form 
Enjoy good sausages, beer, 
polka music and fantastic craft 
work! 

 

Arden Court 
ardencourt1974@gmail.com 
 

NOVEMBER   

November 15 Welcome to your Toronto 
Weekend! 
hosted by Cathy Crispo & Gary 
Swain!!! 

Cathy Crispo & Gary Swain 
H: (416) 780-1922 
C: (416) 704-4843  
caterina.crispo@rogers.com 

 Experience what Toronto is 
really about!! Attend a 
Toronto Marlies ice hockey 
game at 3 p.m. followed by 
wings n' beer(s) at Cathy and 
Gary's place with Hockey Night 
in Canada on the BIG screen 
at 7 p.m.!!!!!! 
 

 

November 16 Experience the magic of the 
annual Santa Claus Parade 
through the streets of downtown 
Toronto! 

  

DECEMBER   

Saturday, December 6 Aussie Farewell & Holiday Party  
Celebrate the upcoming 
Christmas season and bid 
farewell to exchangees 
returning home! Have a go and 
read this mate! 

Jen Sepetdjian 
jensepetdjian@gmail.com 
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Labrador - south coast, Canada 
The ferry crossing was a once in a lifetime experience. If we reckon the ferry from 
Nova Scotia to the island of Newfoundland was old, this one "The Apollo" from St. 
Barbe to Blanc Sablon, was ancient. Blanc Sablon is actually in Quebec and was the 
first incident that made us think we really were at the edge. 
            Anyway, we had lunch at the ferry terminal - the only shop/toilet/anything for 
MILES. And it was tiny and the food was great. Of course, we struck up 
conversations with the folk around us and we started to realise we were going to a 
place like no other. Firstly, we could hardly understand what they were saying. The 
Newfoundlander/Labradorian accent is weathered and ancient. It has endured 
dialects brought over from whalers, immigrants and settlers and added words of its 
own just to confuse the tourists :-). And when they get together, there's no hope. 
Secondly, they all seemed to know each other, so we figured community was really 
important here. 
             There is a strip of land at the very edge of Labrador - about an hour's drive of 
small villages - that is in Quebec. So they speak French, the time edifference is an 
hour an a half ahead of NL. And about 2 minutes further along the road, is mainland 
Labrador. Speaks Canadian English, on NL time zone. We tried to get a boat to take 
us out - it was so confusing working out if it was in Quebec or NL and what the time 
really was, that we gave up. And everyone tries to help and just makes it worse in a 
way that you just have to laugh.  [read more] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Catching up with our exchange teachers 

 

Catch up with Adam and Mary on their blog 
- http://maryandadamincanada.blogspot.ca/ 

Whitewater Rafting – Ottawa 
Valley June 2014 

http://maryandadamonaroadtrip.blogspot.ca/p/labrador-south-coast-canada.html#comment-form
http://maryandadamincanada.blogspot.ca/


 

 
One Step At A Time 
Kerry McDaniel 
St. Thomas More 
Ottawa, On 
 
In the back of my mind, I always wondered what it would be like to teach abroad and 
experience teaching in a different country. My first step was to convince myself that I 
was worthy to do this and would be a good representative. The second step was to go 
through the process. My school board highly mentioned CEEF and I quickly began the 
process for a teaching placement. Fortunately, I was quite lucky to receive one that 
would commence in the UK for September (2013). 
 
Teaching abroad is exciting but also very challenging. As a teacher, I got to experience 
teaching in a different country where the style of teaching differs slightly than in Canada. 
I learned very quickly that in order to stay afloat, it’s important to ask for help from your 
colleagues and never assume. I realized that there are tough days when you feel that 
you haven’t achieved success with your students. At times, I felt like a beginner teacher. 
I needed to learn how to use new software, find resources and produce good lesson 
plans. In order to prepare for my teaching days, I had early mornings and late nights. 
 
This teaching year 
abroad has not been 
easy for me. I came on 
my own without family or 
friends in the UK. There 
were difficult times along 
the way when I would 
question my own 
teaching and reasoning 
of coming to a different 
country when I could 
have easily carried on 
teaching in my own 
province. At times, I felt 
like I couldn’t do this on 
my own. However, I 
continued and took it one 
step at a time.  
 
My year abroad has made me realize that anything is possible as long as you take the 
chance. I have traveled on my own experiencing different countries and seeing various 
cultures. I have climbed and skied mountains in the Alps that I never dreamed I could. I 
have experienced dreary weather but carried through it to see historical places. I have 
become a stronger person through this teaching experience. I have done a lot of 
reflecting this year on my own teaching but also on my own personal growth and what 
the future holds for me.  
 
  

Some thoughtful musings from the UK 



 
Go for a walk. Just about anywhere in Ontario, you’ll find an 

explosion of colour as the leaves turn for autumn. 

 

If you like wine, we have plenty of wineries – Niagara, Prince Edward 

County and Pelée Island are some of the largest regions. 

 

Fruit picking – Peaches, pears and apples are currently in season.  

It’s a fun family outing. 

 

Water everywhere! – Lakes and rivers abound in Ontario.  Take some 

time to try canoeing or white water rafting. It’s not too late to get in 

some camping.  Don’t forget Camp Wanakita weekend, September 

12-14. 

 

Oktoberfest in Kitchener-Waterloo is the second largest in the world!  

If you can’t get to Munich, come to Kitchener-Waterloo October 17-

19. 

 

CLEE Ottawa region is very active and has some great fall activities 

planned such as (grid iron) football, lacrosse or hockey games and 

learning the great winter sport of curling (no skill required, truly!). All 

CLEE members are welcomed! 

 

October is Canadian Thanksgiving (Oct 13) and Halloween (Oct 31).  

Visit a pumpkin patch or a haunted house in a neighbourhood near 

you. Get ready to go trick or treating or join the seasonal spirit at your 

school. A great family activity! 

A few suggestions for fall activities in Ontario: 
 

http://wineriesofniagaraonthelake.com/
http://www.princeedwardcountywineries.com/
http://www.princeedwardcountywineries.com/
http://www.peleeisland.com/
http://www.cleecanada.ca/New%20CLEE%20Documents%202012-2013/WanakitaFall2013.pdf
http://cleecanada.ca/New%20CLEE%20Documents%202012-2013/CL%202013-2014/2014_KW_Oktoberfest_and_Mennonite_Wknd.pdf
http://feb122010.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/ottawa-sep-2013-newsletter.pdf

