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FAREWELL to another great year and we say THANKYOU for coming to Australia to our International ITF
and also FAREWELL to our Victorian ITF for 2015, as they prepare to leave for a fantastic year overseas.

WISHING YOU ALL A  FUN FILLED FESTIVE and SUMMER HOLIDAY BREAK. 
In this Issue :
 Whats On
 Presidents report 2014
 Calendar 2015  
 Yarra Valley Weekend
 November Annual Dinner
 2015 VITF and ITF Fellows

 Greg's experience of an ITF
 ITA Merchandise
 Committee details and meetings
 Our Proud Sponsors

WHAT’S  ON:

JANUARY
WELCOME BRIEFING FOR VITF ARRIVALS
22nd January Picnic in the Park, Printers Court,  Treasury Place         Cost $5.00

After the first day of the welcome briefing you will have an opportunity to get together over a
casual meal and a few drinks in nearby Treasury Gardens. This will be a time for Fellows and
their families to informally get together with other ITF’s as well as the ITA committee. 

Contact Lesley L Hall  at Hall.lesley.l@edumail.vic.gov.au

23rd January  Briefing day for the incoming ITF arrivals from overseas.

FEBRUARY 15th
WELCOME HOME VITF 2014

The 3rd weekend in Feb is the Welcome Home get together for Fellows returning to Australia
(everyone else is also welcome!) Set this time aside to catch up and share stories and aid the
settling back in process! ITA members will be subsidised for this event. More information to come.

http://www.ita.vic.edu.au/


Contact: Anne Casey at racasey@optusnet.com.au

BLOGS:  -  check out these ITF sites – they are a great read!
 Mary Moore  - http://maryandadamincanada.blogspot.com.au/p/october-in-canada.html
 Martins in Australia  http://www.martinsinaustralia.blogspot.com.au
 http://www.teachingsandtravels.blogspot.com.au  
 Check our website at  www.ita.vic.edu.au
 Like us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ITA1975

Cheers      ITA Committee   2014....  

Presidents Report 2014

The ITA continues to be challenged by the reducing number of teachers participating in the 
program. The work that Marg Orme  has been doing promoting the program through DEECD 
channels in conjunction with VIEU and Catholic Education Office appears to be having a positive 
impact on the number of teachers wishing to undertake the program. We must however continue 
our efforts to promote the program ourselves through our many networks and organisations.   Of 
course we are also reliant upon applications from overseas over which we have little or no 
control. In attending the NIITE. Conference this is a continuing problem in all states. NT and QLD 
have cut back their programs which allows Victoria a greater chance of accessing the limited 
applications from overseas. We need to use our newsletter to encourage our overseas members 
to promote the program particularly to Victoria.

With reducing numbers going overseas there is an impact upon our committee and the many 
Chapters who support our organisation. These teams have relied upon the dedication of a core 
group of people who have given of their time and energy for many years.   A number of our 
chapter groups have had a change I their organisations over the past 12 months due to ill health. 
On behalf of the committee I would like to wish all concerned a speedy and successful recovery 
and to thank the other members of the chapters who have stood up and helped out the 
organisation and running of the weekends. We all know that part of the pleasure of working In an 
organisation such as this is the ability to meet new fellows and renew our experience living and 
working overseas. It has been a challenge in the past to attract new members to these teams and 
to our central committee but I encourage all returned fellows whether recent or in the past to 
renew their relationship with the ITA and join either your local chapter of the ITA committee. If 
there is no chapter near to you perhaps you could offer to showcase the   area you live in by 
running a weekend or offering to host an ITF.

Thank you to all of our chapter groups who really do contribute to the success of the exchange 
year for our overseas fellows. You create the memories that the ITFs take home with them.

http://www.ita.vic.edu.au/
http://www.teachingsandtravels.blogspot.com.au/
http://www.martinsinaustralia.blogspot.com.au/
http://maryandadamincanada.blogspot.com.au/p/october-in-canada.html


I would also like to acknowledge the work of the central committee who give up   many weekends 
and days in their holidays to participate in briefings, going to the football, the welcome home 
event as well as attending some of the chapter weekends. I would particularly like to thank 
Sharon Smith and Deb Armstrong who are retiring for our committee this year. Their lives have 
taken them down different paths which will not allow them to continue with us. Both Sharon and 
Deb have been on the committee for a number of years and their experience will be missed.   
Sharon was responsible for the introduction of the Welcome Home dinner for returning fellows 
and Deb instigated the Healesville Chapter, hopefully we will still have some contact with her on 
those weekends.

During this year we have revised our rules of incorporation to bring them in line with current 
legislation. Thanks to Di Leighfield for the work she did around that it was a huge job but she led 
us though the task to a satisfactory outcome with our rules being accepted at a special general 
meeting.   If people want to read these rules they are available on our website.

Thanks to all committee members for your work this year I look forward to working with you again 
over the next 12 months.

Lesley Hall

CALENDAR FOR 2015

International Teachers Association Social Calendar 2015.
The ITA organises a series of events to give you a taste of Victoria and the diversity found within it. These 
events are a great time to get together with other Fellows past and present at a reasonable price. Details 
of each event will be advertised in the ITA newsletter by the coordinators.

JANUARY: Picnic in the Park

Thursday 22nd

After the first day of the welcome briefing you will have an 
opportunity to get together over a casual meal and a few 
drinks in nearby Treasury Gardens. This will be a time for 
Fellows and their families to informally get together with 
other ITF’s as well as the ITA committee. $5.00 a head. Pay on 
the day. Let Lesley Hall know ASAP if you can join the 
fun, the numbers coming and any dietary 
requirements. Hall.lesley.l@edumail.vic.gov.au

FEBRUARY : 

Welcome Home Gathering.

The 3rd weekend in Feb is the Welcome Home get together 
for Fellows returning to Australia (everyone else is also 
welcome!) Set this time aside to catch up and share stories 
and aid the settling back in process! ITA members will be 
subsidized for this event. More information to come.

Let Anne Casey know of numbers attending and dietary 
requirements ASAP racasey@optusnet.com.au

MARCH Sat 14th & 15th

Ballarat weekend

Ballarat is in Central Victoria. Find out about Australia’s gold 
mining history by visiting Sovereign Hill, one of our top 
tourist attractions. Get up close and personal with Australian 
wildlife. Be billeted with ITA members in Ballarat to share 
experiences and reduce accommodation costs. Meet and 
socialise with fellow exchanges. Sovereign Hill free entry for 
ITA members Reduced entry for Wildlife Park. Cost of night meal 
and daily expenses at each venue.

MAYFriday 15th May to Sunday 17th May 2015

Yarra Valley Weekend

See the scenic Yarra valley, visit Healesville Sanctuary, participate 
in a bike ride or wine tasting tour, experience an Australian 
campfire, and catch up with other ITF participants. This is a 
special tourist area. Homestay accommodation can be arranged. $ 
25 pp. Covers Sun. BBQ and Sat. campfire dinner. Purchase own 
lunch, bike hire, wine, and Sanctuary tickets. (Some bikes can be 
arranged)



Contact : Gaye Carrigan 
Carrigan.gaye.g@edumail.vic.gov.au

Sheryl Allen: 0400 126 011

allemail2007@gmail.com

EARLY WINTER (date to be 
confirmed)

Aussie Rules Football

Enjoy a game of Aussie Rules at the world famous 
Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG), site of the 1956 
Olympics and 2006 Commonwealth games. This game 
takes a degree of courage to play, but not to watch, so 
come

along and experience the atmosphere!

Free entry. Purchase or bring your own lunch

Rose Chapple 0401 782 433

Rosemary.Chapple@marcellin.vic.edu.au

Alice Bray 1402 473 900

Alice.bray@gmail.com

NOVEMBER

Melbourne Farewell Dinner 
(immediately after the DEECD presentations, 
the date of which is

yet to be set)

This is an opportunity to celebrate the year that was! It is a 
night to say your last goodbyes and plan your reunions back 
home. It is a night without the kids where you can celebrate 
your year with other overseas ITFs, out-going ITF’s, ex-
Aussie ITFs and the committee. An event NOT to be 
missed! Homestays can be arranged. Contact: 
alice.bray@gmail.com

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE (Homestays)AT THE
FOLLOWING PLACES WHEN YOU CHOOSE TO VISIT:

South Gippsland

ITF teachers from previous years offer to billet Fellows and their families while you travel around 
the South Gippsland area. Check out Wilson’s Promontory for bushwalking, rail trail and cycling. 
Visit a wildlife park, enjoy beach activities, camping and indulge in a surf lesson.

Contact: Gary & Sue McGrath on 56624233 (Home)

Korumburra SC 5655 1635 (Work)

mcgrath.gary.a@edumail.vic.gov.au mcgrath.susan.c@edumail.vic.gov.au

Geelong

A satellite city with a country feel. It’s the Gateway to the Great Ocean Road. Enjoy fish n chips 
by the sea, taste local wines, visit the Aboriginal co-operative, walk along the waterfront and see 
the artistic bollards. Adults and children all welcome. You will be hosted in local homes.

Contact: Sue Strong : 5222 1460 (not available June and July)

susanannestrong@hotmail.com

Bendigo

Whilst there is no specifically organised weekend in 2015 the Bendigo Chapter are happy to 
assist with information and accommodation if you decide to visit this beautiful and historic area. 
Visit Central Victoria, Bendigo with its wonderful architecture- a city founded on gold in the 1850s. 
A ride on the Talking Tram will help you get to see the sights. A journey down the Central 
Deborah Gold Mine is a must. The area is surrounded by many award winning wineries.



Doug Jamieson 5441 5873 jamo@netcon.net.au

Wodonga

No weekend is planned for this area in 2015, but plenty of homestay is available when you 
choose to explore the area or stop off on the way to Sydney or Canberra. Activities can include a 
visit to historic Beechworth, Ned Kelly sites and the Rutherglen Wineries. See Aboriginal art, 
canoe along the Murray and/or bicycle along the rail trail across Lake Hume.

Jan Bedson (02) 6027 1664 0419 561 070 yackqueen@gmail.com

Phillip Island

Explore the beaches and wildlife of this popular island. Visit the fairy penguins, koala park and Churchill 
Island which has early history of white man to Victoria.

Email 1. Carlson.kylie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 2. nrkjcarlson@bigpond.com Kylie Carlson: 0423 
166 311 Nick Carlson: 0423 166 277

YARRA VALLEY WEEKEND

Held Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th  October 2014 

Healesville and the Yarra Valley

YARRA VALLEY AND HEALESVILLE IN OCTOBER

Beautiful weather was on display for this October weekend and the vines had all sprouted green 
leaves. The Yarra valley was in full spring splendour.

Three delightful families attended this fabulous weekend. The children's first priority was to ride 
the bike trail, so the family from Germany, provided with bikes from Rod, and accompanied by 
Deb, started in Warburton and cycled to Launching Place to meet the wine tasters for lunch at the 
Home Hotel. 
While they were cycling, Sheryl meet a delightful Canadian couple at the Visitors Centre in 
Healesville. As they were being hosted with Sheryl, they decided to leave their car at the house 
before they set off on their wine tour of Yarra Valley. This meant that sampling the great variety of 
wines could happen without concern for driving later.
We managed to visit and sample wine and food at five wineries throughout the day and had lunch 
with the bike riders at Launching Place.The information about the quality of Yarra Valley wines 
was appreciated at Oakridge. The bike riders and our third family met us at our last winery, Do-
maine Chandon. The ITF family had stopped to explore Marysville on their way from Wangaratta. 
No pizza this year!  Instead we ordered noodles to share and ice cream for dessert which was a 
huge success. After everyone enjoyed the meal at Sheryl's we all moved outside to appreciate 



sitting around a campfire on a lovely evening.This small group of ITF's are so social and support-
ive of each other. They enjoyed getting together and sharing their amazing experiences of this 
year around the campfire. While overlooking Healesville  and the city lights, stories of the year 
were told – teaching, school and travelling. The only sadness was the realisation that the year is 
almost over and that there is not many weekends left to see the yet to be explored Australian 
places.  Travel tales were discussed, visits to New Zealand were anticipated, along with some 
visits from overseas family members.  Around the campfire, the group suggested that seeing the 
Australian animals is a highlight of their year and that it was extremely difficult to wait until almost 
the end of the year before visiting Healesville Sanctuary. Many ITF visitors have already visited 
the region early in the year, so next year we plan to hold the Yarra Valley weekend in May – au-
tumn instead of springtime. Look forward to the new dates on the 2015 calendar.

Sunday's Healesville Sanctuary excursion started promptly at 9.00 am with Deb accompanying 
the visitors to the gate for the self guided tour and a BBQ lunch was prepared for enjoying at 
Badger Weir park, which is inside the Yarra Ranges National Park. It was a delightful setting to 
enjoy a special Canadian Thanksgiving Aussie BBQ of chicken, sausages, sauces (cranberry and 
tomato)  and coleslaw, with lamingtons and Haribo jubes especially for our German visitors. 
Thanks for the help with the campfire and the BBQ cooking.

Our regular past ITFs,  Rod and Anne Casey hosted a family, Rod participated in the bike ride 
and they both joined in the evening activities as well as providing a fabulous breakfast for their 
guests. Congratulations to Anne, who is now a committee member.  There was talk about looking 
forward to Mary Moore and Adam returning from Canada next year and being part of this group. 

It was a very successful weekend!

Thanks to ALL who contributed and participated!

Sheryl Allen and Deb Armstrong

  
After touring through the wineries with International teaching fellows on the previous weekend, 
Melbourne was the host location this year for the NCITTE conference members. 
Sunday activities involved a wine tour of the Yarra valley and a select group of wineries were 
chosen to sample the quality wines, enjoy the exceptional food and see the fantastic scenery. 
Participants came from far afield – Canada and Western Australia.
The Yarra Valley food market at Yering Station added to the flavour of the day. Here we were able 
to sample local produce, many items which complimented the wine sampling.

Lunch was enjoyed at Yarrawood and the food was as good as the wine. It was there that we ex-
perienced an added entertainment from a group in school dresses, fundraising for girls education 
in Africa. The concept was that by wearing a school dress they could raise funds so that an Afric-
an girl could also wear a school dress.  As part of a global education community we supported 
and contributed to their campaign. More details can be found on www.doitinadress.com. Our con-
tributions added to http://www.doitinadress.com/amelia-greaves campaign and we get a special 
mention in her blog. 

Before more wine sampling in the afternoon we took a stop at the Chocolaterie for an ice-cream 
and then a brief visit to Maroondah dam to see the local wild birds. After that it was back to the 
sampling quality wines and superb views of the Yarra valley, finishing with a visit to Domaine 
Chandon including a viewing of the riddling room.
Everyone enjoyed the day and the weather was superb.

http://www.doitinadress.com/amelia-greaves
http://www.doitinadress.com/


FAREWELL DINNER  NOVEMBER 14, 2014
The dinner was held at the Rendez-vous Hotel on Friday 14 November.

The final number at the function was 36. Despite the small numbers a happy time was had by all.  There 
were lots of stories and insights shared and impressive presentations from the Fellows. It was lovely to 
see Mary Kelleher and Lawrie Shears again and to revisit their enormous contribution to the program.

The Rendevous hotel was generous, helpful and accommodating throughout the entire process from 
planning to finalizing the function and catering. 

We think that it would be great to encourage more VITF fellows to attend. If we communicate more 
throughout the year and explain that the end of year has a number of parts, we could call it the Farewell 
Melbourne Weekend in November which includes

 The DEECD reception with awards held at Treasury Place at 5pm on the Friday, organised by 
Margaret Orme

 The ITA Farewell Dinner held at the Rendevous Hotel at 7 pm on the Friday, organised by the ITA 
committee social contacts Alice Bray and Rose Chapple.

 The farewell family lunch picnic held in a city park on Saturday, organised by the visiting 
international VITF representatives

These three separate events link together to farewell both those VITF participants going home as well as 
those about to leave Victoria for a year overseas. These three events are a great opportunity to network  
among the VITF community, make new friends, catch up with old friendships and share ideas and 
experiences. 

Although this event is great for all VITF participants past and present, we could establish focus groups 
when sending the invitations. Each year we include current VITF participants visiting from overseas and 
those about to begin their fellowship and travel overseas. We would like to also include the previous year 
(first year returned), the five year and 10 year VITF members to ensure there is an ongoing network 
sharing, providing support and acknowledgement for the whole VITF community.

An event like this is the work of many hands and we would like to thank Nick Le Soeuf for his generosity 
once again with an opal for the raffle, Lawrie Shears for donating a book to be a raffle prize, Di for the 
finances, Lesley for the sound equipment, Sheena for bringing the merchandise, Alison at Rendez-vous 
for always remaining cheerful, Deb for her input and insights, Marg for the lists and encouragement and all 



those who took photos on the night. If you would like some photos published on our website or in the 

newsletter, please send them to webmaintenance@ita.vic.edu.au

See the photos at https://www.facebook.com/ITA1975

Alice and Rose

2015 VITF Fellows 
Congratulations to all the following VITF and ITF participants about to 
experience a very special year in their lives, both professionally and personally. 
May the work and travel blend together into a fantastic year.

mailto:s.r.schneider@hotmail.com?subject=ITA%20newsletter%20email
https://www.facebook.com/ITA1975
mailto:webmaintenance@ita.vic.edu.au


VITF 2015 Outgoing Overseas location ITF 2015 Arrivals Victorian location

Mark Sciberras Red Deer, Alberta, 
Canada Ryan Kure Altona North

Steve Hamill Stayner, Ontario, 
Canada Dave Richter Somers

Glen Robertson Red Deer, Alberta, 
Canada Jacqueline Kure Altona North

Brian Graham Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada Allen Kropp Ferny Creek

Tegan Bell
Smoky Lake, Alberta,

Canada Brenda Mykytiuk Newborough

Nathan Gibson
Edmonton, Alberta,

Canada Mike Paustian Manifold Heights

Bernadette Albertson Stony Plain, Alberta,
Canada Michelle Lee Campbell Wangaratta

Thomas Fraser Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada Trina Ludwig Warrnambool

Mark Allison Guelph, Ontario Canada Wendy Painting Brunswick East

Brett Hobbs
Toronto, Ontario, 

Canada Victoria Surtees Balwyn North

Christian Smith Lakewood, Colorado, USA Christopher Miller Torquay



Greg's experience of an ITF

"International Teaching Fellowship Program Instils Sense of Being a 
Global Citizen" an article published by DEECD was sent around to schools 
on the DEECD School Update 18 Nov 2014: 

Greg Cowan is a leading teacher at Vermont Secondary College within the Visual Arts area, with 
significant responsibilities in student management, and has been teaching for 17 years.

In 2013 Greg and his family spent a year half a world away in Canada, as part of the Victorian International 
Teaching Fellowship Program run by the Department.

He is one of 97 teachers who have worked overseas in the last five years in Canada, England, Scotland, 
Wales, Ireland, USA, Switzerland, France and Germany.

Greg says, ‘It was simply the best year of both my professional life and life in general. I learnt so much 
about myself as a learner and teacher.’

‘I always wanted to teach in another country, and as part of that, experience another culture and way of life. 
I’d heard from others that the experience of teaching in a totally different schooling system can take you 
out of your comfort zone as a teacher, be incredibly rewarding and the best form of Professional 
Development a person can undertake as a teacher.’

Greg said he was at a stage in his teaching career where he felt he needed a change. He was still very 
passionate about teaching and education, but needed to experience new ideas and a different role.

He was aware of the International Teacher Exchange program, but it wasn’t until a colleague went on an 
exchange to Colorado five years ago that he recognised what the program offered. He also liked the idea 
that the exchange program was run by the Department. Greg saw the information sessions for Teaching 
Fellowships advertised in the DEECD School Update and spoke with his wife and family about the 
possibility. It was his wife Michelle and a colleague who encouraged him to look into it, attend the 
information session and then ultimately apply. 
Greg wanted to teach in Canada because he had lived there when he had finished his teaching degree, 
working in Toronto. ‘I found Canada very similar to Australia in terms of the people and their way of life. I 
also had some knowledge of the Canadian education system, which I felt would assist with a smoother 
transition for my teaching.’
Greg’s exchange was for the Australian calendar year, leaving during December 2012, arriving in Red 
Deer, Alberta, Canada to begin teaching following their Christmas break in early January 2013. This meant 
Greg would be teaching for a second semester when he arrived, followed by Semester 1 of the next school 
year after the summer break.
Greg’s school in Alberta, Canada was the Lindsay Thurber Comprehensive High School, one of two large 
regional Senior Secondary Colleges (9-12), with a population of over 1800 students.
‘The school taught a wide range of subjects, including a French Immersion program. The students catered 
for a wide range of ability levels, which included those with severe physical and intellectual disabilities 
(called the Pathways Program), Knowledge and Enterprise students (Vocational Studies – similar to 
VCAL), French Immersion students, an IB program, as well as a wide range of vocational and academic 
studies.’
Greg’s exchange was made possible by having a school principal who encouraged and supported 
professional development in a range of forms, and was happy for Greg to apply for a teacher exchange. 
‘Obviously the principal must agree to the exchange for it to happen.’
Greg’s exchange was a direct swap of teachers, with him teaching as part of the Art Faculty at Lindsay 
Thurber Comprehensive High School, teaching Senior Art (Grades 9-12), Digital Media and Photography. 
Whilst this didn’t correlate directly with what he taught back in Australia, both schools were able to be 
flexible with allotments to ensure both teachers taught within the Arts areas that suited the college and their 
expertise.



Greg admits that ‘in doing an exchange you must be prepared to teach “outside of your comfort zone”, as 
the subjects rarely match. It forced me to teach in ways I wasn’t used to; it forced me to find out about 
skills, techniques and technology that I wasn’t used to.’
‘I had the good fortune to implement and introduce photography into the Arts curriculum back at Vermont 
SC in 2014, after my experience in Canada.’ 
‘I looked forward to living in a different environment, and Central Alberta – where I lived with my wife 
and three children – has snow and ice for close to six months of the year, so being able to experience a 
white winter, and do many of the winter sports not available in Australia was a great bonus.’
‘We lived in a wooded area of the city close to the river that had lots of wildlife. Deer were a common 
sight, and occasionally moose would be seen; one even appeared one morning in our backyard!’
Greg and his family were also able to travel throughout Canada and the US on weekends and in the 
holidays. ‘Being able to visit some amazing and culturally significant places throughout Canada and the US 
was a highlight for me and my family,’ said Greg.
Greg said he would recommend an International Teacher Exchange Program to anyone, but at times it 
tested his resilience. ‘You do need to be organised. You do need to be adaptable. You do need to go out of 
your comfort zone, but the rewards are enormous. It was so rewarding to be able to work with young 
people in Canada, to be able to share my story and a little bit of Australia with them.
'It was such a learning experience not only for me but my family, and in particular my children. My two 
eldest children will remember so much about Canada, its environment, its culture, and it has instilled in 
time a sense of what it is to be a global citizen.’

A NSW experience can be viewed at http://youtu.be/6kqC5M6J1VQ

Merchandise

 Great polo shirts with the ITA logo

 Big coffee travel mugs 

 Sleeveless jackets

 Caps

 Aussie Pin packs

Merchandise consists of fleece vests, polo shirts, hats, mugs, scarves and pins. All items are 
available throughout the year with regular advertising in the ITA Newsletter and on the website. 
Items are displayed at the events such as the September Information Day, November ITA 
Farewell Melbourne Annual Dinner and the January Orientation Day for the visiting International 
ITF participants.

http://youtu.be/6kqC5M6J1VQ


Purchase your merchandise from the Merchandise committee member

                    Clearance SALE of some items

        Caps $5.00 Clothing Half price

ITA  -  CONTACTS:
President  Lesley Hall cljthall@optusnet.net.au

Vice–President: Christine Temple
Financial Secretary / Treasurer: Di Leighfield
Minute Secretary:  Maurene Bodie bodie.maurene.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
Membership:     Joan D’Elia Joan.Delia@wesleycollege.net
Newsletter:  Stephen Schneider  schneider.stephen.gardening@gmail.com
Social:    Alice Bray

Rosemary Chapple rosemary.chapple@marcellin.vic.edu.au
Merchandise: Sheena Angus  
Committee: Anne Casey
Website Maintenance: Sheryl Allen allemail2007@gmail.com
DEECD Margaret Orme                      orme,Margaret.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
International representative 2014 Xenia Braun 

Apologies to those members who have sent articles for the newsletter in the last few months. Stephen's 
email had a melt down and if you still want them published next year, please send them to his new email 

address at schneider.stephen.gardening@gmail.com or to webmaintenance@ita.vic.edu.au

ITA  COMMITTEE    MEETINGS 2015

Fairfield   RSL  3rd Thursday at   5.15pm.   Railway Place.  Fairfield    www.fairfieldalphington.rslvic.com.au

Thursday     February 12th  March 12th April 9th  May 14th AGM  June 11th  July 9th   August 13th September  10th   October 8th    
November  12th  December 10th 

From the December meeting

Two exchanges have applied to work in New Zealand.

One couple have taken a sabbatical to continue their journeys.

Lesley has thanked Xenia for her hard work as the overseas representative.

Xenia is collating some ideas from the outgoing exchanges regarding interesting places to visit 
for incoming fellows to consider. 

The NCITTE conference was held in Melbourne in October.

The 2014 cohort of Victorian Fellows have been very professional in their actions. The feedback has been 
very positive.

The reporting program will be examined to ensure maximum efficiency. The delivery of these reports will 
be held in March. This has lifted the program to a more professional level and exploring the possibility 
regarding a credit rating for teacher professionalism.

The reports from the outgoing exchanges in the DEECD reception were well received. The American 
Consulate were present at the function and wishes to expand the program into the United States.

The 2015 group has presented well at the function and are taking this fellowship very seriously.

The orientation dates for the incoming VITF fellows are January 22nd and 23rd  2015

http://www.fairfieldalphington.rslvic.com.au/
mailto:webmaintenance@ita.vic.edu.au
mailto:schneider.stephen.gardening@gmail.com
mailto:allemail2007@gmail.com
mailto:Joan.Delia@wesleycollege.net
mailto:sheena.angus.p@edumail.vic.gov,au?subject=ITA%20merchandise


For 2016 VITF 36 applications for exchanges were approved. There has been one match accepted 
already. 

ITA  SPONSORS:

OPALS                 OPALS               OPALS            OPALS

    LIGHTNING RIDGE OPAL MINES
Thinking opals….see Nick Le Souef at …

  

Ground Floor  Alice Springs Address:

         175 Flinders Lane 75 Todd Mall

         MELBOURNE  3000 ALICE SPRINGS  NT  0870

           between Swanston & Russell Streets  

(03)  9654  4444 (W)    (03)  9654  4870  (F)   0419  383  315  (AH)

Nick is a keen supporter of the ITA so if it’s opals you want give NICK a call.
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