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DATE          ACTIVITIES                                CONTACTS                       

 Sept   5-7         Wodonga  Weekend           Jan Bedson                      bedsons3@bigpond.com 

 Oct  10-12        Healesville  Weekend           Sheryl Allen                      allemail2007@gmail.com  
                                                                                                                     Deb Armstrong      armstrong.debra.d@gmail.com 

 Nov     t.b.c.     2014 Farewell Dinner             Alice Bray                         alice.bray@gmail.com 

 
 
Hi to all 

     Check out the following activity and sites 

Wodonga Weekend      Sept 5 – 7 
 

Activities include a visit to historic Beechworth, Ned Kelly 

sites and the Rutherglen Wineries. See Aboriginal art, 

canoe along the Murray and/or bicycle along the rail trail 

across Lake Hume. Bonfire and BBQ Saturday night, wood-

fired pizza Sunday lunch. Homestay and all activities free! 

 

Contact Jan Bedson  
(02) 6027 1664 or 0419 561 070 
bedsons3@bigpond.com 

 

   

ITA  FACEBOOK:    Hope you have had a chance to click 

‘like’ on our Facebook  Page, created by Chrissy Temple ....      

https://www.facebook.com/ITA197 

 

BLOG:   check out these: 

Nancy & Scott McEwen  - ITF from Canada 2013 

http://themcewensgotoaustralia.blogspot.ca 

 

Mary Moore  &  Adam  -  ITF from Victoria to Canada  
http://maryandadamincanada.blogspot.ca/  

Julie-Anna Martin  -  ITF  from Canada to Ballarat 

www.martinsinaustralia.blogspot.com 

 

 

 

 

We are nearing the ‘end of the year’ for our Victorian ITF 

overseas and the ‘end of Term II’ for our visiting ITF.  They 

are all looking forward to their breaks and we look forward 

to hearing about their adventures on their return. 

 

     CONGRATULATIONS ........2013   VICTORIAN  ITF: 

Margaret Orme passed onto the committee that the DEECD 

attendees at the ‘Presentation of Projects’ from the 2013 

ITF, were very impressed with the areas of research, 

content and quality of presentation.  You should take time to 

peruse their work on the DEECD website 

 

 

     MEMBERSHIP:  When your 5 year membership nears 

completion, Joan D’Elia (our membership coordinator) 

contacts you with a renewal form.  We all appreciate the 

ongoing support from currently127 members, whose joining 

fee provides assistance to our: 

 Welcome Home and Farewell functions 

 our weekend activities around Victoria, and 

 purchasing merchandise, 

 

All ITF participants enjoy these activities as it provides a 

time for them to explore the different regions of Victoria, 

plus it also allows past and current  ITF to mix and share 

their range of experiences.  I am sure we all remember the 

‘buzz’ from attending such activities both here and when 

overseas.   

 

Each year, the current ITF express their gratitude and 

appreciation for the support of the ITA and members. 

WHAT’S  ON: 
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Unfortunately some members choose not to renew and this 

puts some strain on our ability to provide such involvement.  

To members up for renewal this year, we ask that you 

reflect on your ITF year and continue your involvement.  At 

the same time, the  ITA committee does ask if you could 

communicate with your friends/contacts who you know have 

had the wonderful opportunity to be an ITF recipient and 

encourage them to also reflect on their ITF year and renew 

their membership. 

 

Distribution of newsletter will cease at end of membership. 

 

Joan D’Elia  welcomes your  contact on: 

Joan.Delia@wesleycollege.net  

 

      ITF  -  2016 

Will be advertised on August 1st .... Spread the news... 

 

 

     COMMITTEE:  background information 

Lesley Hall  -  2000  -  Ontario  -  Yr 9 PE 

Chrissy Temple  -  2012  -  New Brunswick  -  Yr 2 

Di Leighfield  -  1989  -  UK  -  Secondary Art & Design 

Maurene Bodie  -  2011  -  British Colombia   – Yr 6 

Stephen Schneider  -  2009  - Ontario  -  Assistant Principal 

Joan D’Elia  -  2007  -  Ontario  -  Yr 6 – 8 

Alice Bray  -  2012  -  Switzerland -  Yrs  11 & 12 

Sheena  Angus  -  2008  -  Colorado  -  Yrs 3 & 4 

- 2012  -  Ontario  -  Yr 1 

Rosemary Chapple  -  2000  -  UK  -  Yrs  11  &  12 

- 2009  -  Ontario  - Yr  11 & counselling 

Anne  Casey  -    2009  -  Ontario  -  Yrs 2 & 3 

Xenia Braun  -  2014  -  Melbourne  -  Yrs 5 & 6 

Sheryl  Allen  -  1998  -   Canada  -   Yrs 9 - 12  as librarian 

Margaret  Orme  -  1991  -  Washington  -  Yr  5 

  

 

THIS  ISSUE: 

 Activities – Wodonga weekend in Sept. 

 Facebook  -  click on and spread the good news 

 Blog  -  past and present  ITF 

 Congratulations   -  2013 Victorian ITF 

 Membership  -   please read and pass on 

 Our Committee – background info 

 Aussie Rules  Football weekend 

 ITF – comments for JUNE... 

 

 

Cheers    Stephen Schneider   s.r.schneider@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday 14th,  20+ current ITF and ITA members, made 

our way to the MCG for our Aussie Rules experience.   

 

 

Taking the Aussie  Specky!!! 

 

We enjoyed the game 

between Richmond and 

Freemantle with a crowd of 

22,000 and Rod Casey, 

Ontario 2009, (a passionate 

Richmond supporter) 

provided the answers to many 

questions.    

 

 

AUSSIE  RULES  FOOTBALL WEEKEND 
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A year ago this June, I was anxiously anticipating where I 

may be placed for my adventure in Australia. I never 

imagined that I would be having the self-discovering 

experience that I am having today.  

 

check out their blog for more great shots !!! 

I am teaching in Ballarat, Victoria at Pleasant Street 

Primary, Year 6, with 25 students.  

 

The building I teach in is only 3 years old and is filled with 

happy and healthy children. I feel like the luckiest teacher, 

I know I am, and I make sure that I appreciate each day 

that I have at my school. 

 

‘Spelling tests have taken on a whole new dimension.’ 

 

 

The first spelling assessment that I administered was a 

big one, you know, the kind with lots of words to get a feel  

for where the students are at. About ten words in I noticed 

the students start to look sideways at each other. Five 

words later, I hear a small giggle and the kids look like 

they are about to bust with laughter but are very 

respectfully restraining themselves.  

 

 

 

 

 

By now I have figured out that I sound funny. I asked the 

students how they would pronounce a word on the list I had 

just read and they were quick to share with big grins. So I 

gave it a go and tried to sound Australian...they cracked it! 

Laughter ensued everywhere, I cracked it too. "You sound 

English!" was heard amongst the hysterics. I told them to 

try it with a Canadian accent, they did, but you would think 

they were all from the Deep South. From now on spelling 

tests are given with a 'translator', a student selected at 

random, to repeat a word given by me. It is now our 

favourite part of the week. 

 

Professionally I am growing and stepping into roles I 

may not have been confident to take on in Canada.  

 

 

My experience is proving to be a valuable asset in our 

Senior Unit and I feel as if I am part of something great.  

I know it's only June and there is still half a year to go, but it 

will be very hard to say good-bye.  

 

 

Even now I feel tears welling up at the thought of leaving. 

 

 

 

Julie-Anna Martin 

From -  Tuc-el-Nuit Elementary,  Oliver,   British 

Columbia 

To -  Ballarat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITF   -    COMMENTS   FOR   JUNE .. 

 
How Pleasant it is at Pleasant Street? 

 



 

 

 

 

 
As of June, 2014, I will attempt to make sense of my first 
few months in Hamburg. 
 

The initial shock was being straight back into it soon after 
Christmas, but I quickly got into the swing of things and 
forgot about the fact that everyone else was enjoying the 
summer holidays back at home. 
 
On arrival we were pleasantly surprised by the nice house 
we had to live in for the year ahead. We had bikes and a 
nice BMW waiting for us too. Obviously we did exchange 
cars.  
 
In the first week we had a number of neighbours call in to 
introduce themselves and say hi, some with wine in hand!  
 
One very friendly neighbour who we have come to know 
well is a Doctor and he took us to the theatre to see The 
Lion King, in German! To get to the theatre we caught the 
ferry across the Elbe River. After the show Andreas took us 
to a tunnel that was built in 1911 which goes under the river. 
An elevator takes two cars at a time down to the opening of 
the tunnel. There is one lane so it is a slow process. As it 
was after 10pm, the tunnel was closed to cars for the day, 
but we walked all the way across to the other side.  
 

 

 

 
After seeing the tunnel Andreas took us to 20 Up, a cocktail 
lounge with amazing views of Hamburg where we enjoyed a 
drink or two. 
 
Things on the home front are great. We feel fortunate to 
have found ourselves surrounded with such welcoming 
people. We found the local supermarket, shopping centre, 
bakery and cafe. Weekends have allowed time to explore all 
that Hamburg and surrounding area has to offer. The 
weather was very cold when we first arrived and in February 
it got down to minus 12 degree C. Not as cold as Canada, 
but it was still FREEZING! I did enjoy the snow falls. 
 
Yard duty in the cold was a bit of a challenge. Didn't 
seem to bother the kids, they just rig up and out they go. It 
does take considerable time getting them dressed to go 
outside and changed when they come back in after recess 
and lunch! 
 
By the end of January I had adjusted to the climate so 
started riding to school. Initially it was in complete darkness 
that I rode to and from school. I feel very European as I ride 
along the extremely bike friendly roads, paths and tracks. I 
have now been riding for a few months and every day I look 
forward to my bike ride home, I just love it. 
 
The International School of Hamburg seems to have all 
the resources a teacher could ever wish for. The 
facilities are amazing.  
 
The school has been around for over 50 years, but five 
years ago they moved to the current sight into a new 
modern purpose built school.  
 

There are approximately 700 students from P1 (3 year olds) 
to year 12 students. The school offers an IB and IPC 
program so it is a true international curriculum. 
 
Teachers and students come from all corners of the 
globe. I was pleased to receive such a warm welcome and 
my class were excited to be getting a teacher all the way 
from Australia. 
 
In my class there are students from South America, 
USA, UK, Spain, Turkey, India, Sweden, Finland and 
Argentina. Most students speak at least two languages 
fluently. 
 
I must confess it took some time to adjust to being in the 
classroom after so long out of it. It is very different to my 
role at home as a principal. It immediately reminded me of 
the daily challenges in the classroom. I will certainly have 
a greater sense of empathy for teachers when I get home.  
 
 
Naturally, I work closely with staff in Victoria, but being in 
the classroom full time really has had a positive impact and 
renewed awareness of the responsibilities and complexities 

I’M CONFIDENT .....  

I will be a better principal... 



teachers deal with daily. I’m confident I will be a better 
principal as a result.  
 
 
Being in a completely different system is extremely 
interesting. Observing how things are done, relationships, 
leadership, politics are all intriguing. It isn't necessarily 
better or worse, it’s just different. The reason for 
participating in the exchange program is to experience 
different approaches to education. I have learned a lot 
about the school here, my school at home, myself as 
well as experiencing feelings of affirmation.  
 
 
I am approaching the end of my fifth month in Hamburg. 
I have experienced so much in this time. I have met some 
wonderful people and I am enjoying all that is offered 
professionally and personally. A highlight was attending 
the Association of German International Schools 
conference in Hannover.  
 
I also accompanied the school ski trip to Austria in 
February which wasn't hard to take! 
 

 

 

Over Easter I went to the UK and walked Hadrians Wall, a 
long distance hike I have wanted to do for some time. 
 
 
In the summer I am flying to Prague and then riding a bike 
back to Hamburg, which will take about three weeks. After 
that I am travelling through Germany and up through Latvia, 
Estonia, Russia, Sweden, Norway and Denmark. The close 
proximity to so many European countries must be taken 
advantage of!! 
 
In the last week some assessment and reporting has 

been done by the special learning support team and I 

am pleased to say my class has shown some terrific 

progress.   It is now time to write reports as the summer 

break is only three weeks away.  

  
 

 

The year is going fast and I will continue to embrace every 
opportunity that presents itself as I enjoy personal 
experiences while learning so much on a professional 
level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Hill 

From  - Belle Vue Primary School – Balwyn 

To  -  Hamburg       

 

 

 

 

According to my journal, I have been in Edmonton for 147 

days.  It worries me that the time is passing so quickly.  It 

feels like I only arrived a month or two ago and I have so 

much I want to see and do while I am here. 

Edmonton has experienced one of its coldest winters in 

20 years, so it has been a baptism of ice and snow.  

It seemed like spring was never going to get here but 

now the grass is green, the blossom is starting to appear 

and the snow is gone.   

Edmonton is a lovely city, there are lots of things to see 

and do.  I am looking forward to going along to all the music 

and cultural festivals that take place during the summer. 

My classroom faces the playground and when I first 

arrived I got to see some amazing sunrises, yes 

sunrises, as initially the sun wasn’t rising until 8.30am! 

 

Edmonton for 147 days 
 



 

The first school bell rings at 8.10 and children begin coming 

in and getting ready for the day.  We have morning 

announcements televised throughout the school each 

day, which provides the children with an opportunity to 

speak in front of an audience. 

 

One of the things I really enjoy about MFO is our early 

finish Thursdays.  We finish teaching at 11.45 and then 

our staff spend the afternoon taking part in professional 

development.  These also double as staff meetings, so I 

don’t have any after school meetings on a regular basis. 

 

Last month I had the opportunity to present some 

information to the staff at MFO about Australia.  I was able 

to tell them about the Victorian Education system, our 

school, Aussie Rules Football, answer some of their 

questions about Drop Bears and other myths about 

Australia.  It was an entertaining afternoon for all of us, and 

providing some Aussie food for them (Anzacs, 

vegemite on toast, mini pavs and lamingtons) was 

definitely a plus! 

 

While I am not wishing my year away, I think I have caught 

the exchange bug and I hope to be able to apply for another 

exchange on my return.   

 

It has been a fabulous experience so far both 

professionally and personally.  I work with a great group 

of teachers, I teach a fantastic group of kids, 

 

.  

. 

. 

. 

 

 

I am learning things that I will bring back to my school 

and my own classroom. 

 

Kristin Davey 

From  -  St  Peter’s Primary School  -  Sunshine 

To  -   Edmonton 

 

 

 

Friday 10th – Sunday 12th October 

Healesville Weekend 

Visit the Healesville Sanctuary and get up close to some 
Australian wildlife. Bike along the Centenary Trail to 
Warburton. Visit some wineries and enjoy a campfire and 
pizza dinner. Celebrate Canadian Thanksgiving with a BBQ 
lunch on the Sunday. 
 
Contact:   
Sheryl Allen 0400 126 011    allemail2007@gmail.com 
....or ....Debra Armstrong 0417 315 801 
armstrong.debra.d@gmail.com 
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President:   Lesley Hall     cljthall@optusnet.net.au  

Vice President:  Chrissy Temple                  ctemp81@yahoo.com.au 

Treasurer:  Di Leighfield     dileighfield@yahoo.com 

Minute Secretary:   Maurene Bodie                     bodie.maurene.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Secretary:   Stephen Schneider             s.r.schneider@hotmail.com 

Membership:       Joan D’Elia           Joan.Delia@wesleycollege.net 

Newsletter:    Stephen Schneider          s.r.schneider@hotmail.com 

Social:       Alice Bray          alice.bray@gmail.com 

Merchandise:  Sheena Angus                       angus.sheena.p@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Committee:  Rosemary Chapple          rosemary.chapple@marcellin.vic.edu.au 

   Anne Casey     racasey@optusnet.com.au 

International Rep:   Xenia Braun     xsbraun@hotmail.com 

Website:   Sheryl Allen             allemail2007@gmail.com 

DEECD:  Margaret Orme                                 orme.margaret.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

ITA  COMMITTEE    MEETINGS   -   2014 

                 Fairfield   RSL   at   5.15pm.   Railway Place.  Fairfield   

                                     www.fairfieldalphington.rslvic.com.au 

       2nd  Thursday of the month:   

12 June.  14  August.  11 September.  9  October.  13  November.  11  December 

 

 

. OPALS                 OPALS                OPALS             OPALS 

    LIGHTNING RIDGE OPAL MINES 

 Thinking opals….see Nick Le Souef at … 

   

 Ground Floor     Alice Springs Address: 

         175 Flinders Lane   75 Todd Mall 

          MELBOURNE  3000   ALICE SPRINGS  NT  0870 

           between Swanston & Russell Streets   

(03)  9654  4444 (W)    (03)  9654  4870  (F)   0419  383  315  (AH) 

Nick is a keen supporter of the ITA so if it’s opals you want give NICK a call 

 

 

 

ITA  -  COMMITTEE   
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