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Hi to all 
 
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY 2015 HONOURS: 
CONGRATULATIONS:  To Sue Christophers - 
General Manager, International Education Division -  
for outstanding public service to education in Victoria 
through policy making and leadership, including 
overseeing substantial growth in the international 
student program in Victorian Government schools. 
 
Sue welcomes our International ITF participants each 
year at our January information session. 
 
FACEBOOK:  -  NATIONAL CANADA TV:  I do hope 
you have been checking out our ITA Facebook link  -  
https://www.facebook.com/ITA197.  If you haven’t, make 
sure you log on and read through all the entries from 
past and present ITF recipients.   
A recent article and video celebrates Thomas Fraser’s 
(from Warrnambool Primary School, currently in 
Edmonton)  innovative approach to learning. 
 

ACCOMMODATION:  Kel Morrison  -  ITF 
to Scotland in 2013  -  is offering 
accommodation to our 2015 ITF 
exchangee's and families as you explore the 
Sunraysia Region and surrounding areas. 

We have many wineries, paddle steamers 
on the Murray, World Heritage Mungo 
National Park and more days of sunshine 
than the Gold Coast!! 

Please contact Kel on  0409553487. 
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A REMINDER:   When your ‘flash of inspiration’ hits, 
after reading an item in the newsletter, please send me 
your thoughts or photos on your ITF year to include in 
the newsletter. 
 
Look forward to reading your items... 
 
Cheers 
 
Stephen Schneider  
editor ITA newsletter  
schneider.stephen.gardening@gmail.com   
 

 

 
 
Ray has maintained 
regular contact with 
the ITA through the 
newsletter & emails. I 
was lucky to catch up 
with Ray late July 
over a lunch/coffee on the Mornington 
Peninsula.   
In short: 

 ITF year - 1991 -  small school in Essex  
to a busy Cranbourne North Primary 
School 

FACEBOOK:         become a friend and spread the news....      https://www.facebook.com/ITA1975 
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 did return to Australia after ITF year, 
with the idea of staying permanently, 
but plans changed  

 on returning to England, continued 
studying and became Principal. 

 when Principal, Ray  approached 
University offering assistance to 
Primary Education division.  After a 
period of time, Ray was appointed as 
University Lecturer in Mathematics, in 
the Primary Education 

 has returned to Australia, 8 times for 
work & travel, individually and with 
family 

 meets up with teachers and also a past 
student (who now has children!) 

 a football diehard – Geelong – due to 
working with Geoff Ablett at C.N.P.S. 
To our members with a ‘long’ memory – 
Ray says he beat Geoff in a teacher 
sprint at the school sports!  For our 
younger members, Geoff played for 
Hawthorn and was a multiply winner of 
the Footballer’s sprint held on Grand 
Final day! 

 has an extensive collection of photos, 
including ‘selfies’ with Gary Ablett Snr 
and Gary Ablett Jnr! 

 
Currently here for 3 weeks to catch up with 
friends, give a presentation at an Education 
Conference and of course, attend many AFL 
games during the weekend... 
 
It was rewarding to hear Ray’s stories of his ITF year 
and the contacts he has made on his return trips.. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Dave Richter and I am currently enjoying 

a yearlong teaching exchange at Somers School 

Camp in Victoria,  Australia.  

 In Canada I live in the town of Collingwood, which 

is about an hour and half northwest of Toronto, 

Ontario.  I have travelled to the small town of Somers, 

near Melbourne, in the state of Victoria with my family.  

My wife, Sasha, is also a full time elementary school 

teacher. She has taken a leave for a year and is doing 

casual relief teaching.  My boys, Jacob and Nathan, 

are enrolled in Year 4 at one of the local elementary 

schools.  It truly is an adventure for the whole family! 

This is my seventeenth year teaching and I have 

held many different positions in the elementary school 

system.  I have worked at five different schools in two 

different school boards, so I am reasonably 

comfortable with adapting to changing work 

situations.   

Both Sasha and I had many different exchange 

opportunities presented to us, including four double 

exchanges.  What we decided was that I would take 

on a vastly different teaching opportunity to what I 

am accustomed to.  We were quite particular about 

what we took, which was some good advice given to 

us by friends who had been on exchange.  

 

Somers School Camp offers a residential learning 

program, supported by the Department of Education in 

Victoria and locally raised funding, which brings 

together 160 students from a large number of schools 

within a specific region.  The students are between the 

ages of nine and thirteen. Each school sends six 

children to the camp every other year.  It is up to the 

schools to determine who is eligible to attend and the 

result is a very diverse group of students, most of 

whom have never met each other.  The programming 

focuses on social and emotional learning and has 

the overarching themes of challenge, self-esteem, 

tolerance, and awareness.  The curriculum, which 

varies from mainstream schools, includes everything 

from archery, high ropes, and challenge swing, to 

dance, drama, and environmental studies.  The 

DAVE   RICHTER    -   current    ITF 
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students attend the camp for nine days, so this is truly 

a monumental experience for them. 

 

Somers Camp is one of seven residential outdoor 

schools in the state.  The Somers Camp model is 

unique in Victorian and Australian Education.  I have 

had a chance to visit several other camps, including 

Somers Camp's other campus, Woorabinda, which is 

about two hours away.  The quality of outdoor 

education in Victoria is truly impressive! 

 

 I had to undergo an intensive 

and very thorough induction 

process.  I was completely 

out of my comfort zone.  

Whether I was learning to 

teach archery, biking, 

abseiling, high ropes, 

challenge swing, boating, 

rock climbing,  or flying fox, to 

name a few, safety and 

quality instruction were top priorities.  I had to be 

evaluated while teaching, provided with detailed 

feedback, and then evaluated again.  This was to 

protect me as a teacher, the reputation of the camp, 

and most importantly the students.  It was 

challenging, frustrating, and exhausting at times, 

but ultimately incredibly rewarding.  

 

As I complete my seventh camp, 

my confidence is growing and I can 

honestly say I have learned far 

more than I anticipated.   This exchange has been 

enriching both professionally and personally.  My 

family has acclimatized remarkably well and I know we 

are creating memories that we will treasure the rest of 

our lives.   

I am thankful for a profession that allows for such 

an amazing experience.   

If you have any questions about my exchange 

experience feel free to contact me at 

drichter@scdsb.on.ca. 

Dave  Richter. 

Collingwood. Ontario.  Canada. 

 
 
 
 

It's summer holidays in Alberta right now - happy days  

I don't mean to rub it in, but we're on a l-o-n-g break ( 
all of July and August, and a few extra days). Having 
missed out on my long Aussie holiday at Christmas, it's 
great to finally get an extended break. 

We're planning 3 big trips over the summer, so check 
out the blog to see what's been going on 

Blog address is  http://grahamexchange.blogspot.ca/  

Brian Graham 
Ferny Creek-  Edmonton. AB. Canada 
 

 

I am including in each newsletter, ‘members memories’ 

of their ITF year…..  Please send us a memory for our 

members to enjoy. 

L-O-N-G   BREAK!!! 
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Secretary:  Stephen Schneider         schneider.stephen.gardening@gmail.com 
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Membership:       Kristin Davey                    misskdavey@hotmail.com 

Newsletter:    Stephen Schneider                                          schneider.stephen.gardening@gmail.com 

Social:       Anne  Casey                 racasey@optusnet.com.au 

Merchandise:  Sheena Angus                                      angus.sheena.p@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Website:   Sheryl Allen                                          allemail2007@gmail.com 

International Rep: Wendy Painting              wendy.painting@ugdsb.on.ca 

DEECD:  Margaret Orme                                            orme.margaret.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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THE   SEASONS  ….   in  my  front  yard. 
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ITA  COMMITTEE    MEETINGS   -   2015 

                 Fairfield   RSL   at   5.15pm.   Railway Place.  Fairfield   

                                     www.fairfieldalphington.rslvic.com.au 

       2nd  Thursday of the month:   

  13  August.  10 September.  8  October.  12  November.  10  December 

 

OPALS                 OPALS                OPALS             OPALS 

    LIGHTNING RIDGE OPAL MINES 

 Thinking opals….see Nick Le Souef at … 

   

 Ground Floor     Alice Springs Address: 

         175 Flinders Lane   75 Todd Mall 

          MELBOURNE  3000   ALICE SPRINGS  NT  0870 

           between Swanston & Russell Streets   

(03)  9654  4444 (W)    (03)  9654  4870  (F)   0419  383  315  (AH) 

Nick is a keen supporter of the ITA so if it’s opals you want give NICK a call 

 

http://www.fairfieldalphington.rslvic.com.au/

