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About Us 

CLEE is a volunteer organization dedicated to hosting 

information sessions and social activities with the intent to 

make the year an exciting and memorable one for exchange 

teachers and their families.  

http://www.cleecanada.ca/index.html 

 

 

Welcome to Ottawa!  Our chapter is made up of former 

exchange teachers who are delighted to share their experience 

with current exchangees.  We welcome any questions or 

comments you might have regarding all matters related to your 

teaching exchange. 

 

Whoever’s been praying for snow, you can stop 

now! 

 

We are so pleased to welcome exchange teachers 

from the UK and Australia this year!  Our potluck 

dinner in this weekend, hosted by Sue and Fred, was 

a chance for all of us to meet. 

 

January Spa Time! 

Robyn (from Australia), Bernadine and I took in one last 

event before Robyn’s departure for home.  We all decided 

to spend an afternoon at Le Nordik Spa in Chelsea, 

Quebec.  Robyn seemed to particularly appreciate 

splashing in the cool water pool after sitting in the dry 

sauna.  Cheers Robyn!  And if any newcomers to the 

region would like to experience Le Nordik, just contact me 

and we can try to add it to our list of events. 

 

Winterlude Weekend 

Some hardy souls ventured up from Toronto to visit our 

own version of the winter carnival this past month.  Read 

Catherine Winter’s account of the weekend on page 2. 

 

 

We’d love to read your stories. Please send me your 

stories and pictures so we can share in the memories of 

your exchange year. 

 

Newsletter Editor:  Catherine Gagnon cteachr@hotmail.com 

You can always find past issues of our CLEE newsletters @ On 

Exchange. 

Parliament Hill explodes with colourful tulips each spring (?!?) 
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Ottawa Chapter 
 

 
The current executive for the Ottawa Chapter is: 
 
President:  
Russ Connors –consulf@sympatico.ca 
Past President:  
Siobhan McComb – ksm@2576@yahoo.ca 
Treasurer: 
Lynn Carroll glcarroll@rogers.com 
Secretary:  
Micheline McCarthy   dmmccarthy@rogers.com 

 

 
 

 

Canadian League for Educational Exchange  
March 2014 

 

 

Ottawa Chapter 

 

 

Top: Rob 
(Australia) & Leon 
Left: Neil, Leanne, 
Paula (all Aussies), 
Gillian and Judith 
(both from 
Scotland), Scott in 
the background 
(just returned from 
Australia). 

http://www.cleecanada.ca/index.html
http://www.lenordik.com/en/homepage/
mailto:cteachr@hotmail.com
http://feb122010.wordpress.com/clee-newsletters/
http://feb122010.wordpress.com/clee-newsletters/
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Ottawa Tulip Festival - May 9-19, 2014 
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Coming Events 

March Potluck Dinner 

Welcome Back Canadians! 
Welcome new exchangees! 

    
  Sugar Bush  

 
Don’t miss an opportunity to try our 

national product – Maple Syrup.  A 
great family outing, walking through 

the woods, learning about how maple 
syrup products are made. Plenty of 

tasting opportunities.  Sweet! 
 

 
May Conference Weekend 

featuring the Tulip 

Festival! 
 

June  Whitewater Rafting and 
BBQ in Renfrew  

 
RCMP Sunset Ceremonies 

 

Sept  Corn Roast  

Oct   Football or Lacrosse 

Halloween fun - haunted 

house 
 

Nov Curling in Renfrew 

  

Dec Traditional Christmas 

Dinner 

 

Jan Welcome to new  
exchangees  

 
 

Feb  Welcome Back Canadians 

 

Suggested Activities 

• Park Omega – drive through a wildlife park and see 

native fauna.  Animals are even more visible in the 

winter against the snow.  You’ll spot deer, elk and 

moose from the safety and warmth of your own car. 

http://www.parc-omega.com/en/nouveau.html 

 

• Visit the Fairmont Chateau Montebello – the world’s 

largest log cabin.  Stroll the grounds and stop in for a 

hot chocolate, spiked or not, while enjoying the warm 

hearth. http://www.fairmont.com/montebello 

 

•Take a walk in the Byward Market, have lunch and 

watch the locals go about their errands.  A great 

launching point for more shopping at the Rideau 

Center and surrounding boutiques or for visiting the 

National Art Gallery. http://www.byward-market.com/ 

 

•Take in the festivities of the Tulip Festival! Officially 

known as the Canadian Tulip Festival, this year's 

event takes place in Ottawa from May 9-19, 2014. 

Millions of tulips will blossom again, creating an exotic 

mosaic of colour and beauty in Ottawa and Gatineau. 

This is the 63rd edition of the annual festival. 

http://tulipfestival.ca/ 

 

• Have high tea at the Fairmont Chateau Laurier. 

http://www.fairmont.com/laurier-ottawa/ 

 

http://www.parc-omega.com/en/nouveau.html
http://www.fairmont.com/montebello
file:///C:/Users/e11525/Music/Documents/CLEE/.%20http:/www.byward-market.com/
http://tulipfestival.ca/
http://www.fairmont.com/laurier-ottawa/


 

Winterlude Weekend – Ottawa 2014 
 
Our wonderful weekend in Ottawa for Winterlude 
would not have been made possible without our 
amazing billets, Susan McGee and Fred Ellis. They were 
so hospitable and made us so welcome in their home 
for the weekend. We thoroughly enjoyed their 
company, discussing our exchange and travel 
experiences and the delicious breakfasts each 
morning. 
>  
> Our aim was to get some skates and skate along the 
Rideau Canal. Andrew, my husband, had never put 
skates on in his life and so I knew this was going to be 
an interesting and funny exercise with the bumpy 
surface and no handrails. Anyway, we did make it 
about 1.5km which was as far as the 'Beavertail' and 
hot chocolate shack, so if course we stopped and filled 
up before our skate back. Those Beavertails were 
amazing. I think we had a few throughout the 
weekend.  
>  
> The rest of the weekend we spent going to the 
National Art Museum, an Irish pub to watch the men's 
hockey in the Olympics, with our fellow Aussie 
exchange partners and lastly visited the War Museum 
before our journey back to Niagara Falls.  
>  

> Catherine, Andrew and Tye Winter 
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Emma Sisley (Collingwood), Hayley 
Grindley (Newmarket), Stuart Young 

(Ottawa), Leanne McLaughlin (Ottawa) 

and her partner Rob Ramage as well as 
Andrew, Tye and Catherine Winter 

(Niagara).  

Christmas Dinner 2013 
Nancy, Robyn (Australia), 
Richard (UK) Judith (UK), 

Jeannette and Claire 

(UK).  


