
 
 
 
 

 

 

Can we dare hope spring will soon 
be here?  If you are just arriving from the southern 

hemisphere, we just want to reassure you that winter 
isn’t usually so long or as cold as what we’ve 
experienced so far. 

●●● 
By now, you’ve figured out that the weather is one of 
our great Canadian ice breakers (pardon the pun).  
You can see why. Welcome to Ontario!  We have a 
lot of activities planned to help you get to know our 
lovely province.  First up is March Break!  This is your 
opportunity to get out of town and explore in any 
direction you choose during your week off from 
school.  Use it wisely, because the next stretch of 
school will feel especially long if you are from 
Australia or fly by if you are on the second half of 
your exchange.  April will bring warmer weather and 
some activities well suited to families and singles 
alike.  First up is a day at the Toronto Zoo followed 
by the Elmvale Maple Festival. 
 
Save the date and plan on attending the Ottawa 
Spring Conference where you can see millions of 
tulips in bloom in our Nation’s Capital.  
 
There are plenty more activities planned in the 
coming months.  Ontario has so much to offer! We 
hope you’ll visit much of our great province and meet 
some of the wonderful CLEE members, all former 
exchange teachers. 
 
Please take a few moments to peruse our upcoming 
activities on page 2. Check page 3 to catch up with 
some of our current exchange teachers. 
 
We love to feature some of your own stories and 
photos.  Please forward your stories, comments and 
blog links to me @ cteachr@hotmail.com. 
 

Catherine Gagnon   

Editor 
International Teaching Fellow  
Bendigo, Australia – 2011 
 

Visit my blog @ http://feb122010.wordpress.com 
links to other newsletters and stories of my own 
exchange. 
 
 

 

Welcome to Ontario!  
Bienvenue en Ontario! 

 
 

Spring2014 Ontario Edition 

 

Don’t miss the  
Ottawa Spring 
Conference, May 9-

11! 

mailto:cteachr@hotmail.com
http://feb122010.wordpress.com/


UPCOMING EVENTS 

   

 Event Contact 

APRIL   

Saturday, April 13 

Toronto Zoo Trip 
Receive free admission, 
with proof that you are 
in fact a real 
live teacher, for you and 
a guest! 
 
  

TBA! 

Saturday, April 26 

Elmvale Maple Syrup 
Festival 
Come and feast on 
some real Canadian 
pancakes and maple 
syrup! 
  

Cherin Harris-Tuck  
(705) 792-5631  
charristuck@yahoo.ca 

   

MAY   

Friday, May 9 to 
Sunday, May 11 

Ottawa Conference - 
A Capital Experience 
Registration form 
available soon! 
 

Russ and Nancy Connors 
consulf@sympatico.ca 

   

JUNE   

Saturday, June 14 June Conference 
(more information 
coming soon) 

Cathy Crispo & Gary Swain 
H: (416) 780-1922 
C: (416) 704-4843  
cathy.crispo@rogers.com 

Friday, June 20 to 

Sunday, June 22 

Experience a Weekend 
in Muskoka!! 
Look for registration 
forms in early May! 
 

 Helena Annela 
helena.annela@sympatico.ca 
 

  

JULY AND AUGUST TIME OF A GREAT HOLIDAY!  See you in September. 

 

http://www.cleecanada.ca/New%20CLEE%20Documents%202012-2013/CL%20Docs%20Previous/TorontoZoo2013.pdf
http://www.cleecanada.ca/New%20CLEE%20Documents%202012-2013/CL%202013-2014/ElmvaleMaple%20SyrupFestivalFlyer2014%20.pdf
http://www.cleecanada.ca/New%20CLEE%20Documents%202012-2013/CL%202013-2014/ElmvaleMaple%20SyrupFestivalFlyer2014%20.pdf
mailto:charristuck@yahoo.ca
mailto:consulf@sympatico.ca
mailto:caterina.crispo@rogers.com
http://www.cleecanada.ca/New%20CLEE%20Documents%202012-2013/CL%202013-2014/WELCOMEtoMUSKOKA2014.pdf
http://www.cleecanada.ca/New%20CLEE%20Documents%202012-2013/CL%202013-2014/WELCOMEtoMUSKOKA2014.pdf
mailto:helena.annala@sympatico.ca


 

My husband Andrew, son Tye and a large group of Aussies, and a few from Wales and 

Scotland, gathered around the 

Toronto train station on 

Thursday evening for our 

11:00pm departure to Quebec. 

Of course we all promptly fell 

asleep soon after we set off 

yet woke for a quick coffee, 

hot chocolate and cinnamon 

bagels from the En Route Tim 

Hortons at about 3:30am. 

Back on the coach and back 

to sleep for the remainder of 

our ride to Quebec.  

 

We arrived in Quebec City on Friday morning and after a quick bite for breakfast we 

headed straight to Sainte Anne de Beaupré Basilica which was absolutely magnificent. 

Next stop Montmorency Falls and a 

gondola ride to the top, quite the picture 

with most of the falls frozen over and 

the odd ice climber picking their way up 

the side of the cliff face.  

 

We had a free afternoon so after 

checking into the Hilton Hotel we 

headed out to get in amongst the action 

of the Quebec Winter Festival. We 

hooked up with Stuart Young, Hayley 

Grindley and Veronica Drouin (all from 

Australia) to do some snow tubing, dog 

sledding, Caribou (wow), watched the 

snow sculptors and finished the night 

with a few runs of ice sledding. Many 

kicked on to enjoy a few Quebec bars 

and investigate the night life a little 

further. 

QUEBEC CITY FUN! 



 

Saturday we were treated to a bus tour and great history lesson on Quebec City by our 

fantastic tour guide. Then off 

to the Ice Hotel. The visit to 

the Ice Hotel was absolutely 

amazing; such beautiful and 

creative architecture, all 

completely ice. We had the 

obligatory drink in the ice bar, 

sat in the ice chapel and 

wandered through all the 

rooms. So interesting and 

would be such an experience 

however I don't think I could 

manage to stay the night in -5 degrees.  

 

We then visited a Sugar Shack where we had lunch and were educated on the 

processing of maple syrup. The kids, and some crazy adults, found a few sleds and 

decided a few runs down the hill behind the sugar shack would be a great idea. 

Entertainment for all! 

 

The afternoon was spent wandering 

through the cobbled stone streets of Old 

Quebec, French crepes for dinner and of 

course a few more ice slides down the 

Luge type track behind the Fairmont 

Chateau Frontenac Hotel.  

 

Great weekend and well worth the trip. 

Huge thanks to Alison and Margie for 

being our wonderful CLEE chaperones, 

you were such great company and organised a fantastic weekend. Would love to visit 

again in the summer but may need to brush up on our French.  

 

Catherine Winter 

Sydney Australia / currently Niagara Falls  

 

 



  

WINTER AT WANAKITA 

Thanks to Catherine Winter for 
these great shots of the Wanakita 
Weekend held in February. 



The McEwens of Osgoode, 
Ontario are back home after a 
year in Victoria, AU. Find them 
@ the mcewens go to australia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catching up with our exchange teachers 

 

Catch up with Claire @ 
claireincanada. Claire and her 
partner Richard are currently  
on exchange in Ottawa. 

Heather Brooks writes some 
final thoughts about her year 
in Canada. Visit her blog @ 
heatherbrookssite.wordpress
.com/ 

Read some parting words from our 
Ontario teachers who have recently 
returned from Victoria, AU on No 
Worries Mate. 

http://themcewensgotoaustralia.blogspot.ca/
file:///C:/Users/e11525/Music/Documents/CLEE/article from Kim Piddock, London.pdf
http://claireincanada.tumblr.com/
http://heatherbrookssite.wordpress.com/
http://heatherbrookssite.wordpress.com/
http://feb122010.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/ita-feb-2014-newsletter.pdf
http://feb122010.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/ita-feb-2014-newsletter.pdf


 

 
Miles MacFarlane is an exchange teacher from Manitoba.  He waited over 2 years to get an 

exchange.  We have been in correspondence through his blog for much of that time.  I asked Miles if 

he would share his exchange experience so far. 

To be honest, we 

were hoping for an 

exchange location 

much closer to the 

coast – some place 

where we could hit the beach every weekend and 

learn to surf (or just lay there and enjoy the 

beach!)  As it turned out, we live in a rural town 

near the Warrumbungle National Park and work 

near the Pilliga State Forest. 
  

Being here now we have no regrets at all. Our rural 

experience is probably as authentic an Australian 

experience as we could ever have. Small town life 

with locally owned shops and active community 

spirit in the scrub bordering the outback not too 

far to the west.  
 

Every day my drive to work brings me close to 

kangaroos, emus, and the occasional fox and 

goanna. Kookaburras laugh in the sun rise and sun 

set from the grove of gum trees across the street. 

We also had a close up encounter with a koala in 

the wild – something many Australians themselves 

have never experienced. 
  

My son loves his school which is big enough to 

offer great opportunities, and small enough to feel 

homey and personal. The folks in our community 

have been warm and welcoming, and the staff at 

my school incredibly supportive as I figure out new 

routines and systems, and the philosophies that 

underpin them. 

My students, understandably, are less certain. Being 

a rural school, staff turn-over is high. Young teachers 

come to places like this to get experience and earn 

bonus credit for eligibility to transfer to larger 

schools. It is taking a while to connect and some 

days are more challenging than others, but that is 

the nature of our work, and a consequence of being 

the new teacher on staff.  Our area is also 

experiencing significant drought conditions so stress 

is high; many of the students families are farmers so 

crops and livestock are having a hard go of things 

now. 
  

As challenging as it can be at times, there are many 

rewards. I’ll close with a brief story – 

It’s been hot and dry; drought conditions for ages... 

Today was a downpour. I was on my way to class 

and a student, usually quiet and reserved, standing 

on the upper level deck watching the rain says, "Sir... 

Sir! Come stand here..." and points to the rail beside 

her. 
 

Standing, watching the rain, she says, "The wind is 
blowing the mist - you can feel it on your face if you 
stand here." 
 

Looking down the deck, about 8 other students were 
standing there, loving the feel of the mist on their 
faces. 
 

A beautiful thing, and an amazing moment to share 
with my students. 

 

Miles MacFarlane @teacherexchange.ca 

 

 

Greetings from Australia! 

http://teacherexchange.ca/


 

 

 

 
 

 

Go to the Sugar Bush!  Maple syrup is a unique Canadian product.  

Try it in liquid or solid form (maple syrup, maple taffy on snow, maple 

butter).  The sap starts running towards the end of March, weather 

permitting.  Keep an eye out for ads in your local area or contact a 

CLEE committee member for more information. 

 

Visit the Toronto Zoo or Park Omega (Ottawa area) to view our 

many Canadian animals. 

 

Don’t miss the Ottawa Conference which includes the Aboriginal 

Experience and the Tulip Festival. 

 

St. Patrick’s Day parade in Toronto is Sunday, March 16.  Fun for the 

whole family! 

 

Visit some great museums at discounted rates (or free) during off-

peak hours. The Royal Ontario Museum, The Bata Shoe Museum, 

The Museum of Civilization (Ottawa) and the National Gallery 

(Ottawa) are all excellent venues on cold or dreary days. 

 

Niagara Falls are beautiful at any time of year. 

 

 

A few suggestions for spring activities in Ontario: 

 
 

http://www.topatrick.com/

