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Hi to all:  

 

Following our AGM ... congratulations to the returning members below and a ‘BIG WELCOME’ to 

Christine Temple (2012 – New Brunswick) and Alice Bray (2012 – Switzerland).   

ITA  -  COMMITTEE  for  2013 

President:   Lesley Hall    cljthall@optusnet.net.au  

Vice–President: Sharon Smith    smith.sharon.s@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Treasurer:  Di Leighfield    leighfield.dianne.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Secretary:    Maurene Bodie   bodie.maurene.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Membership:      Joan D’Elia    Joan.Delia@wesleycollege.net 

Newsletter:    Stephen Schneider     s.r.schneider@hotmail.com 

Social:      Debra Armstrong   armstrong.debra.d@gmail.com 

Merchandise:  Sheena Angus     angus.sheena.p@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Committee:  Rosemary Chapple   rosemary.chapple@marcellin.vic.edu.au 

   Christine Temple   ctemp81@yahoo.com.au 

   Alice Bray    alice.bray@gmail.com 

Website:   Sheryl Allen    allemail2007@gmail.com 

DEECD:  Margaret Orme                        orme.margaret.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

WHAT’S ON: 

May  9-11 Wodonga weekend  -  cancelled   

due to lack of particpants 

 

June  15 Aussie Rules 

  Rosemary Chapple 

  rosemarychapple@hotmail.com 

 

Aug    9-11 Bendigo Weekend 

  Doug Jamieson 

  jamo@netcon.net.au 

 

Sept    6-8 Healesville Weekend 

Sheryl  Allen 

  allemail2007@gmail.com 

  Deb Armstrong 

  armstong.debra.d@gmail.com 

 

Nov     t.b.c. FAREWELL  DINNER 

  Deb Armstong 

  armstrong.debra.d@gmail.com 

 

this edition: 

 President’s  Report 

 Aussie Football Day 

 Geelong Weekend 

 New Brunswick – ‘Changing Places’ 

 Living the Experience – Grand Junction 

 2013 – Student trip to Perth - Scotland 

 My First Half of the Year 

 Hello from Ipswich  -  UK 

 Osgoode – Ontario 

 Red Deer 

 a paragraph about the McEwens 

 

WWW.SITES:  -  they are a great read! 

Scott  McEwen  -    

www.themcewensgotoaustralia.blogspot.com    

Candice  Huntly  -  

www.teachingsandtravels.blogspot.com  

Mahogany Rise Primary Student trip to Perth – 

Scotland  2013   -    www.togetherwerise.com.au  

 

Stephen Schneider   s.r.schneider@hotmail.com  
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President’s 

Report  

 
 
2012 was a year which proved to be interesting for the 

ITA. The undertaking of the review of the VITF 

program gave us cause for concern that the program 

would be either cut or dramatically changed in favour 

of short term programs.  This taken in conjunction with 

the major restructure of the DEECD resulting in the 

loss of 400 jobs which in turn led to the retirement of 

Mary Kelleher further contributed to our fears.  In 

January this year Marg Orme came on board as 

manager of the VITF along with a multitude of other 

roles.  It was pleasing to note that in spite of the very 

tight time lines that there were in excess of 30 

applicants for this year and that matching is currently 

taking place. There has certainly been a change in the 

level of expectation around what the program should 

deliver both to the teachers and the department. In the 

next few weeks a review of the application process 

will be undertaken which will see a ramping up of 

expectation.  

As alluded to earlier Mary Kelleher retired in 

November of 2012. I would like to acknowledge her 

commitment to the program over a period in excess of 

10 years. As a former fellow she had an 

understanding of the value of the VITF to teachers 

and was a staunch advocate for the program. I believe 

as an organisation we gave her due recognition at our 

farewell at our dinner.   

As an organisation we continue to be challenged by 

the declining number of people who participate in the 

program but it is with pleasure that I acknowledge the 

nomination of two recent returnees to the committee. 

This year I would expect the number of outgoing 

teachers to once again drop simply because of the 

restricted application time and limited number of 

teachers remaining to be matched after NSW and SA 

completed their matching process.  I do believe 

however that DEECD is looking to expand the 

program rather than devolve it and to show increased 

value for the research projects. I believe that over time 

we should see an increase in the number of 

participants due to those two factors.  

Having attended the DEECD debriefing last week it 

was pleasing to note the level of consultation between 

Marg and her team and the returned fellows in 

identifying future directions. It is also pertinent to note 

that a number of DEECD personal attended the 

presentations, participating in the Q&A sessions.  

 

 

I would now like to take the time to thank the 

members of this committee for their commitment to 

the program. You have:  

 Given up time to organise and/or attend 
events. 

 Made yourselves available to provide support 
to fellows.  

 Contributed to fundraising either through 
donations for the raffle, purchasing 
merchandise or simply paying for resources 
and not seeking reimbursement.   

 Attended briefing and debriefing days 
  

Over the past couple of years we have seen the need 

for people to take on multiple roles on the committee. 

We need to ensure that we do not over burden our 

members and ensure that we clarify what each role 

entails so that we can continue to provide the 

essential service that we offer to fellows both here and 

overseas. 

I hesitate to name names but I would like to 

particularly acknowledge the work of Di Leighfield who 

is well and truly due for Long Service Leave from the 

association.  She keeps our heads above water in her 

role as Treasurer and if we can ever get someone to 

take over the role I am sure she would be more than 

happy to pass on the job.  Thanks Di for your 

continuing support.  Stephen as editor of the 

newsletter continues to be a lifeline for fellows 

overseas and link for former fellows. This is a 

mammoth task which he manages to juggle between 

his various jaunts to parts near and far.  

I would like to acknowledge the work done by our 

chapter groups. The weekends they run really add the 

icing to the cake that is the year as a fellow. They too 

suffer from a need to inject new blood to ensure that 

the weekends continue to be successful.  A number of 

our chapter members have been affected by ill health 

this year; on behalf of the ITA I wish them all a speedy 

recovery.   

In looking forward, increasing membership and 

improving our financial position continue to be 

challenges. Continuing to recruit new fellows to the 

committee to ensure that we are current is also 

essential. I believe as an organisation we need to 

ensure that we also encourage former fellows to join 

in on Chapter activities.  

 

Thank you to all members of the committee for 

your tireless work. You are what makes this a 

successful year for fellows.  

Lesley Hall 

 

 

 



INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS’  FOOTY 

Saturday  -  June  15 

Melbourne  Cricket  Ground 

MCG  -  ‘THE G’ 
 

 

Time:        the match starts at  1.40pm 

MEET  AT  12.30 !! 

Teams:   RICHMOND   V   ADELAIDE  CROWS 

Meeting:  Lighting Tower 2.  It is nice to sit 

together, so if we go in and head for Section Q4 

(which is upstairs, at the top) and then if there is 

room lower down we can move later.  We need 

to meet at Lighting Tower 2 so that you can get 

the tickets! 

Tickets:  PLEASE LET ME KNOW..... 

(rosemarychapple@hotmail.com) how many 

tickets you need, and the names of the people! 

(sometimes it gets confusing if partners have 

different names) 

Bring:  Food and drink in plastic – refreshment is 

very expensive!  Camera, warm clothes! 

 

 

 

MARNGROOK  FOOTBALL SHOW:     

NITV   (Ch 34)   Thursday at  7.30pm  -   

Literally meaning "Game 

ball", is a collective name 

given to a number of 

traditional Indigenous 

Australian recreational 

pastimes believed to have 

been played at gatherings and celebrations of up 

to 50 players.   The Marngrook Footy Show is 

becoming one of Australia’s most popular weekly 

football programs with its infectious mix of 

personalities, humour, analysis, information and 

Indigenous history and culture.  Great for all 

members of the family, so tune in....... 

 

GEELONG  WEEKEND 
 
On the last weekend in April the sun shone and 
welcomed our international visitors. Not too many 
were able to come but the two families who did 
had an enjoyable time. 
 
On Saturday morning the Canadians arrived at 
their host families’ home and after getting settled 
in, went out exploring with their hosts. Activities 
included 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 visiting the aboriginal co-op called Nerana 
and having a try at throwing a 
boomerang. Not an easy task to master! 

 eating fish and chips on the beach: a 
quintessentially Aussie thing to do 

 tripping down the Great Ocean Road 

 visiting a native animal sanctuary 

 exploring the centre of Geelong 

 walking the bollard walk and sighting all 
the beautifully created characters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the Saturday night, we all gathered at the 
home of a third host for a meal together where 
we enjoyed spending time with each other and 
sharing experiences of this year and of past 
years when we Aussies were on exchange.  

I suspect that our guests may think that all 
women in Geelong are called Sue, as every 
female they met at the dinner had that name!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thankyou to Sue Strong for a great weekend

mailto:rosemarychapple@hotmail.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_Australian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_Australian


ACHIEVE  SPRING  -  2013   -  Anglophone East School District 



 

Achieve is an interesting read.  It is online at  http://web1.nbed.nb.ca/sites/ASD-E/Pages/Achieve-

Magazine.aspx  and is on pages 10 & 11.       Allow  time to download. 

http://web1.nbed.nb.ca/sites/ASD-E/Pages/Achieve-Magazine.aspx
http://web1.nbed.nb.ca/sites/ASD-E/Pages/Achieve-Magazine.aspx


LIVING THE EXPERIENCE 

 Grand Junction 

 
The last five months have been amazing! Every 

week I have been enjoying myself more and 

more in my adventures. School is finishing up for 

the summer this week and I am looking at 10 

weeks of travelling the country both by myself 

and with my sister and parents who are joining 

me for a month each.  

 

- at Colorado National Monument 

- on top of Mt Garfield  

The last few months have been amazing as the 

weather has warmed up! With warm weather and 

longer days, lots of hiking has been happening 

and the views around Grand Junction and 

Palisade are simply breathtaking. Every time I 

take a hike I am blown away by the beauty of the 

scenery around me. Fun times have also been 

happening with friends as we have been able to 

get outside with our 'get togethers' and explore 

the area more. 

  

School is winding down at the moment and the 

one 'weird' thing at the moment is that I am 

packing up, finishing off assessments and 

gearing up for 'next year' when I've only been 

here four months. To add to that - there is no 

Christmas decoration or activities happening!! It 

feels a bit strange in all honesty and I still have 

not wrapped my head around using the term 

'next year' when talking about school that starts 

at the beginning of August! That's still this year! 

Crazy Americans :-D  

Anyway, my exchange is turning into the best 

adventure of my life. I have made fantastic 

friends and have learnt so much about the school 

system here in Colorado - even tackling the two 

weeks of state testing with two tests a day (I 

really felt for my fourth graders!) It's only halfway 

through the year but I am wishing that time would 

slow down! However time does move and I am 

looking at my 'halfway' mark of summer. All I can 

think is if it has been this good so far - bring on 

the next 6 months!!  

Feel free to read my blog on my travels and 

adventures ....... 

www.teachingsandtravels.blogspot.com 

Cheers, 

Candice Huntly 

Korumburra   to   Living in Palisade / 

Teaching in Grand Junction 

 

 

MAHOGANY RISE PRIMARY  
2013   

STUDENT TRIP  
PERTH - SCOTLAND 

 
For those who are interested in keeping track of 
what we're up to in the lead up to our departure 
in October, we've set up a website 
here: www.togetherwerise.com.au  
 
We'll be uploading lots 
of blog entries, photos, 
videos etc as we travel 
around too. 
 
 
Cheers 
Daniel Riley 

 

http://www.teachingsandtravels.blogspot.com/
http://www.togetherwerise.com.au/


MY FIRST HALF OF THE YEAR 

On a class excursion to Myuna Farm. The kids 
were so excited to see the cows and rabbits. I 
was excited to see the Kangaroos!   

  
T  hese children are absolutely adorable. 
I am teaching at Huntingdale Primary School. It is 
a bilingual school (Japanese and English). 
My class has 7 hours a week of Japanese 
instruction and the rest is in English. 
 
 My class, and all the other classes, know that I 
am from Canada and have tons of questions.  
 
 When I am on yard duty I am usually followed 
around by 6 or 7 who ask about the snow and if it 
actually gets hot "up there." And there are also 
the more shy students that will come up to me 
and blurt out "ARE YOU THE CANADIAN?!" 
  
The staff at Huntingdale have made it their 
priority to make me feel at home. 
 
 I often have visitors in the morning asking how 
my weekend was or checking in to make sure I'm 
not too homesick.  

 
 

One teacher told me that he loves hearing about 
all the places we visit on the weekend and just 
assumes that we are always flying off to another 
destination every Friday. How fabulous are our 
lives this year?! 
  
 
We experienced the Great Ocean Road, 
Tasmania, had lots of laughs with our hosts as 
well as other ITF's in Ballarat, Geelong, and 
Inverloch, and we attended our first Footy game 
at th MCG. Obviously barracking for Hawthorn 
(my assitant principal dressed me up before I 
went)! 
  
I can't beleive that we are almost through our 
second term, and half way through our 
exchange.   
 
I wish everyone a great 2nd half and look forward 
to hearing your stories! 

  
 

 

Janel   Dunning 
Prince Edward Island    to  Oakleigh 

 

 

 

 

 



Hello from Ipswich, Suffolk, UK!  

This year I am teaching a Year 4 class 
at Claydon Primary School, a village just out of 
Ipswich. 

 

- Anthony and Irene Hill with our exchange 
partner, Leanne Perridge, when we met at 
the beginning of the year in Ipswich. 

Although it my second exchange, it still takes a 
lot of getting used to the differences in lifestyle 
and education systems but these are the reasons 
that make it challenging and worthwhile.  

I have been made very welcome at the school 
and am enjoying teaching a delightful (albeit 
large) class.  

One of the children commented to her parents 
after the first couple of weeks had passed, "Mr 
Hill used to have an accent but he doesn't have 
one anymore." This means I have either adopted 
a Suffolk accent or the children have become 
accustomed to my Aussie drawl! 

Unfortunately the weather since we arrived has 
been appalling. The first three months were 
snow, snow and more snow. This was a great 
novelty at first but after a few weeks of sliding 
around in my car travelling to work, it soon lost 
some of its appeal. This has been followed by 
cold, cold and rain. Even the most seasoned 
locals can't remember weather like it. Yesterday 
was a balmy 7 degrees! 

My wife and I have greatly enjoyed our weekend 
exploration of the surrounding countryside and 
have extended out journeys during the holidays 
to visit London, Devon, Italy and the Cotswolds.  

The current half-term holiday has just started and 
we are looking forward to a five day journey on a 
canal boat starting at Rugby. 

 

I have also started playing cricket for a local 
village team (captained by a teacher from 
school). The full sit-down afternoon teas are a 
highlight and I have now got used to the duty of 
putting up the anti-badger net after play. I am 
prepared for lots of stick over the Ashes in 
coming months. 

We are planning a full summer holiday with a 
bike ride along the Danube, trips to rural France 
and Holland, a walking trip to Switzerland and 
Belgium.  

 

Anthony and Irene Hill 
Hamilton   to   Suffolk 
 

Memory bank:   
You may recall Anthony’s 
article in our August 
Newsletter  - 2011, 
highlighting a reunion 
with his 2003 ITF partner, 
Pat Porter from Devon. 

 



 
OSGOODE  -  ONTARIO 
 
 
Impossible to summarise what we have done and 
experienced so far, but it has been a great 
adventure.  
 
We have just clocked up our first 20000kms in 
our trusty Chevy Venture and have been able to 
visit Toronto, Niagara, New York, Boston, 
Montreal, Quebec City and many other places.  
 
 

 
- CLEE  activity in Ottawa 
 
 
Ottawa has a lot to offer, with stunning 
architecture and history and some great 
museums.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We have been welcomed very warmly in the 
community and the school and have had many 
opportunities for new experiences.  
 

 
 
- New toy in the snow 
 
 
 
We have actually really enjoyed the cold and all 
the experiences that come with it, but are now 
looking forward to some warmer weather and our 
big road trip West after my first Graduation 
Ceremony Canadian style. 
 
 

 
 

- our backyard wonderland 
 

 
 
Peter & Robyn Weatherlake  
Ferntree Gully  to  Ontario 

 



RED DEER  -  ALBERTA  - CANADA 

It has been a whirlwind of a few months for us in 

Red Deer.  School is very busy and at times 

keeping up with the workload is a struggle, one of 

the reasons for this is that the weekends are 

always busy. 

Spring break we had a great getaway to 

Vancouver Island. We all enjoyed getting away 

from the snow and enjoying the green grass and 

warmer weather.  

The highlights included seeing orcas on the ferry 

across to Vancouver Island as well as doing a 

whale watching tour out of Tofino where we saw 

grey and humpback whales as well as porpoise, 

sea otters, seals and sea lions.  

We loved the scenery of Vancouver Island and 

will visit again in the summer as part of our 

month long road trip down to Yellowstone 

National Park, across to the Oregon coast, up to 

Seattle and then finishing off with a week in 

Vancouver Island before heading back to Red 

Deer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have spent a number of weekends in the 

Rockies skiing and on May long weekend went to 

enjoy some walks, although this didn’t go quite 

as planned with a flat tyre and many walks 

closed due to bear activity or still too much snow.  

However we did have some wonderful wildlife 

experiences, seeing our first grizzly bear and a 

black bear cub (all from a safe distance), coyote, 

big horn sheep, moose, deer and elk. Michelle 

and the kids had an encounter with a moose in 

the backyard, which was very exciting, given 

moose’s reputation they did stay well out of its 

way! 

 

I’ve joined a slow pitch baseball team which is 

lots of fun, and the kids are enjoying their 

summer season of soccer which keeps us busy 

three nights a week.  

The next 4 months have a lot of travelling 

planned as well as a number of visitors. We are 

counting down to 1st July when we fly out to NYC 

and start our summer break adventures on the 

east coast. 

We are having a great time and are making the 

most of every opportunity that comes our way. 

We can’t believe that we are already half way 

through our exchange and know the next few 

months will fly by, before we know it we will be 

back to cold and snow. 

 

Greg Cowan & Michelle Barry & family. 
Vermont  to  Red Deer 
 
 



 

a paragraph about the McEwens...  
 
It's hard to believe how fast this first half of the 
year has gone by.  

 
 We've travelled by air, by car, by motorhome, 
and made heaps of new friends along the way. 
And we still have plans to do so much more over 
the next 6 months!   

 
Teaching has been a new and interesting 
experience.  
 
Teaching all boys is new to me, and 12 year old 
boys are never dull! I can only hope that they're 
learning as much from me as I am from them!  
 
Having our kids here with us means that we get 
to experience the Australian school system 
through their eyes as well.  Their school Ferntree 
Gully North Primary is an all around fantastic 
school. We can't say enough wonderful things 
about the staff, the kids, and the parents.  
 
This year has been a great opportunity for our 
family to spend some more quality time together, 
and we've been careful not to miss a minute. 
 
 
 

 
 
We spent the Easter break in WA camping our 
way up and down the coral coast:  we snorkelled 
on the reef, rode ATVs over the gorgeous white 
sand dunes and enjoyed lots of amazing cliffs 
and beaches.  

 
We're currently planning to spend our winter 
break driving from Cairns to Brisbane, and it's 
shaping up to be yet another great vacation. 
 

 

Here's to hoping the last 6 months goes by 
slower that the first half! 

Scott and Nancy McEwen                           
Ontario to Ferntree Gully 



 

ITA  COMMITTEE    MEETINGS 

         Fairfield   RSL   at   5.15pm.   Railway Place.  Fairfield    

www.fairfieldalphington.rslvic.com.au 

Thursday     13 June.     8 August.     12 September.     10 October.      14 November.     12 December  

  

OPALS                 OPALS                OPALS             OPALS 

    LIGHTNING RIDGE OPAL MINES 

 Thinking opals….see Nick Le Souef at … 

   

 Ground Floor     Alice Springs Address: 

         175 Flinders Lane   75 Todd Mall 

          MELBOURNE  3000   ALICE SPRINGS  NT  0870 

           between Swanston & Russell Streets   

(03)  9654  4444 (W)    (03)  9654  4870  (F)   0419  383  315  (AH) 

Nick is a keen supporter of the ITA so if it’s opals you want give NICK a call 

2013      International   Teaching   Fellowship  

 Canada  

Chad  Edmonds Alberta  -  Calgary Spring Gully Primary School   -   Bendigo   -   5443 7230 

Sheena McNiff-Wolfe Alberta – Red Deer Vermont Secondary College   -   Vermont   -   9873 1077 

Beth  Berwick B.C.  -  Prince Rupert Wodonga  Primary School   -   Wodonga   -   (02)  6048 0300 

Jennifer  Eng B.C  -  Vancouver Lyndhurst Primary School   -   Lyndhurst   -   8768  6799 

Christoph  Becker New Brunswick  -  Port Elgin Cowes  Primary  School  -  Cowes   -   -  5952 2132 

Paul  Brownlee Ontario  -  Guelph Mount Evelyn SDS   -   Mt Evelyn   -   9736 2499 

Scott McEwen Ontario - Ottawa Sdt Joseph’s College  Ferntree Gully  -  9758 2000 

Janel  Dunning Prince Edward Island Huntingdale Primary School – Oakleigh Sth   -   9544 2318 

 UK  

Leanne Perridge England   -  Suffolk Hamilton (Gray St)  Primary School   -   5571 9295 

Gillian  Wilson Scotland  -    Ayr Werrimull  P-12  School  -  Werrimull  -   5028 1251 

 USA  

Sara  Jenkins Colorado  -  Denver Pakenham  Springs Primary School   -   5945 7400 

Theresa  Drewer Colorado  -  Grand Junction Korumburra  Primary  School   -   5655 1309 

http://www.fairfieldalphington.rslvic.com.au/


 

www.yha.com.au/travel  travel@yhavic.org.au                  9670 9611 

 

http://www.yha.com.au/travel
mailto:travel@yhavic.org.au

