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About Us 

CLEE is a volunteer organization dedicated to hosting 

information sessions and social activities with the intent to 

make the year an exciting and memorable one for exchange 

teachers and their families.  

http://www.cleecanada.ca/index.html 

 

 

Welcome to Ottawa!  Our chapter is made up of former 

exchange teachers who are delighted to share their 

experience with current exchangees.  We welcome any 

questions or comments you might have regarding all 

matters related to your teaching exchange. 

 

Last year at this time… 

I was completing my exchange at Catholic College 

Bendigo in Victoria, Australia.  I was supposed to teach 

Business Studies but ended up being asked to replace a 

French teacher on leave.  My year 7, 8 and 9 students 

were delightful and took particular pleasure in having me 

repeat the words “Justin Bieber” over and over again. 

 

Right about this time, I was on a last weekend trip to 

Tasmania.  We took the overnight ferry and drove our own 

car all over the island.  Hobart was especially beautiful. 

 

I can’t believe it was only a year ago that I was saying 

goodbye to my new Aussie friends and colleagues and 

packing my souvenirs to bring back home. 

 

Some of my best memories are of the many trips we took 

while driving a rented campervan.  The east coast, 

snorkeling on the Great Barrier Reef, driving to Alice 

Springs, the colour of the sky at Uluru and the starry 

evening skies in the desert were some of the most 

memorable times we had.  And best of all were the 

friendly, fun-loving Aussies who made us welcome from 

the minute we landed. 

 

Whether you are on the last weeks of your exchange or 

have just arrived in the past months, I hope your 

experience is as positive and memorable. 

 

Please send me your stories and pictures so we can share 

in the memories of your exchange year. 

 

Newsletter Editor:  Catherine Gagnon cteachr@hotmail.com 

 

 

Parliament Hill – early winter or spring 
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Ottawa Chapter 
 

 
The current executive for the Ottawa Chapter is: 
 
President:  
Siobhan McComb ksm2576@yahoo.ca 
Past President:  
Roland Kuehn 
Treasurer: 
 Lynn Carroll glcarroll@rogers.com 
Secretary:  
Micheline McCarthy   d.m.mccarthy@sympatico.ca 
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Winterlude is our local winter carnival. 

Feb 1-18, 2013 
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Coming Events 

December  Christmas Party 
A traditional Canadian Christmas 

Dinner is being served.  This is an 
opportunity to say goodbye to some 

our exchange teachers returning to the 
Southern Hemisphere and hello to our 

new arrivals from the Northern 
Hemisphere. 

  
 

Jan Welcome to new 

exchangees  

Feb  Welcome Back Canadians 

March Pot luck 

Sugar Bush  

April   Pub Italia  

May  Conference Weekend 

June  Whitewater Rafting and 

BBQ in Renfrew  

June  RCMP Sunset Ceremonies  

Sept  Corn Roast  

Oct   Curling, Lunch, Foliage Tour  

Nov 67's Hockey Game Hockey 

at Sportsplex  

 

 

Suggested Winter Activities 

• Park Omega – drive through a wildlife park and 

see native fauna.  Animals are even more visible in 

the winter against the snow.  You’ll spot deer, elk 

and moose from the safety and warmth of your own 

car. http://www.parc-omega.com/en/nouveau.html 

 

• Visit the Fairmont Chateau Montebello – the 

world’s largest log cabin.  Stroll the grounds and 

stop in for a hot chocolate, spiked or not, while 

enjoying the warm hearth. 

http://www.fairmont.com/montebello 

 

• Tour downtown and see the Christmas lights. 

From Dec 6-Jan 7 – 4:30pm-2am - 

http://www.canadascapital.gc.ca/celebrate/christma

s-lights 

 

• Skate on the Rideau Canal and stop for a 

Beavertails (a sort of flat donut) and a hot 

chocolate. 

http://www.canadascapital.gc.ca/celebrate/christma

s-lights 

 

• Have high tea at the Fairmont Chateau Laurier. 

http://www.fairmont.com/laurier-ottawa/ 

 

http://www.parc-omega.com/en/nouveau.html
http://www.fairmont.com/montebello
http://www.canadascapital.gc.ca/celebrate/christmas-lights
http://www.canadascapital.gc.ca/celebrate/christmas-lights
http://www.canadascapital.gc.ca/celebrate/christmas-lights
http://www.canadascapital.gc.ca/celebrate/christmas-lights
http://www.fairmont.com/laurier-ottawa/
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Curling in Renfrew 

Russ and Nancy Connors (Australia 2011) 

organized a great curling event at the 
Renfrew Curling Club this past October. 

 
Several exchange teachers and their 

families were on hand to take a curling 
lesson and play a friendly game. 

 
A delicious hot lunch was provided by 

Nancy Connors, including some hearty 
soups and delicious baking. 

 

After the game, we all had a wee dram as 
it’s traditional for the winners to buy a 

round at the bar.   
 

Thanks Russ and Nancy for teaching us all 
about a great Canadian tradition.   

 
Although curling originated in Scotland, it 

has been adopted in many Canadian 
communities as a perfect way to get 

together during the cold winter months.  
This activity proved that you are never 

too young to play what is traditionally 
thought of as an “old folks” game. 
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