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 About Us 

CLEE is a volunteer organization dedicated to hosting 

information sessions and social activities with the intent to 

make the year an exciting and memorable one for exchange 

teachers and their families.  

http://www.cleecanada.ca/index.html 

 

 

Welcome to Ottawa!  Our chapter is made up of former 

exchange teachers who are delighted to share their 

experience with current exchangees.  We welcome any 

questions or comments you might have regarding all 

matters related to your teaching exchange. 

 

Winter has been terribly long this year.  Our 

Aussie Exchange Teachers made the best of 

it, attending not one, but 2 winter Carnivals. 

Welcome home to our local exchangees.  

Looking forward to seeing you at the 

Welcome Back Pub in April. We have many 

activities planned in the coming weeks, 

including our Spring Conference.  Read on… 

 

 

Our Spring Conference includes such 

highlights as a visit to two local schools, tea 

at the Australian High Commission, the 

famed Tulip Festival, cycling on our many 

bicycle paths, a tour of the city and the 

opportunity to visit our many museums.  

Contact Siobhan to register - 

ksm2576@yahoo.ca – email payments 

available! 

 

 

We’d love to read your stories. Please send me your 

stories and pictures so we can share in the memories of 

your exchange year. 

 

Newsletter Editor:  Catherine Gagnon cteachr@hotmail.com 

Now available – newsletters from CLEE and other Australian 

International Teaching Fellowships http://feb122010.wordpress.com 

 

 

Ottawa Tulip Festival - May 3-20, 2013 

ment Hill explodes with colourful tulips each spring. 

 
 

 

Winterlude 2013 
 

 

The current executive for the Ottawa Chapter is: 
 
President:  
Siobhan McComb ksm2576@yahoo.ca 
Past President:  
Roland Kuehn 
Treasurer: 
 Lynn Carroll glcarroll@rogers.com 
Secretary:  
Micheline McCarthy   d.m.mccarthy@sympatico.ca 
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Jo Minshull, Julie Lange , 
Helen O'Keefe (top) 
Trying maple taffy (left) 
 Abby and Amy brave the 
crowds (below) 
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White Water Rafting!  Set aside the 3rd 

weekend of June (15-16) for a visit up the Ottawa 
Valley.  Russ Connors (Australia 2011) invites all 
outdoor enthusiasts to a BBQ dinner (Saturday 
night) and a day of white water rafting including 
lunch on the river.  Families are welcomed as all 
types of water adventures are available. 
 
Contact Russ for more information @ 

rconnors@rccdsb.edu.on.ca 
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Coming Events 

April Traditional Sugar Bush 
 
Don’t miss an opportunity to try our 

national product – Maple Syrup.  A 

great family outing, walking through 
the woods, learning about how maple 

syrup products are made. Plenty of 
tasting opportunities.  Sweet! 

 
April Pub Italia – Welcome back 

Exchangees!  

Sugar Bush  

May Conference Weekend 

featuring the Tulip 
Festival! 

 

June  Whitewater Rafting and 

BBQ in Renfrew  

June  RCMP Sunset Ceremonies  

Sept  Corn Roast  

Oct   Curling, Lunch, Foliage Tour  

Nov 67's Hockey Game Hockey 

at Sportsplex  

Jan Welcome to new 

exchangees  
 

Feb  Welcome Back Canadians 

March Pot luck 

 

 

Suggested Activities 

• Visit the Fairmont Chateau Montebello – the world’s 

largest log cabin.  Stroll the grounds and stop in for a 

hot chocolate, spiked or not, while enjoying the warm 

hearth. Sunday Brunch is always a treat. 

http://www.fairmont.com/montebello 

 

•Take a walk in the Byward Market, have lunch and 

watch the locals go about their errands.  A great 

launching point for more shopping at the Rideau 

Center and surrounding boutiques or for visiting the 

National Art Gallery. http://www.byward-market.com/ 

 

•Take in the festivities of the Tulip Festival! Officially 

known as the Canadian Tulip Festival, this year's 

event takes place in Ottawa from May 3-20, 2013. 

Millions of tulips will blossom again, creating an exotic 

mosaic of colour and beauty in Ottawa and Gatineau. 

This is the 61st edition of the annual festival. 

http://tulipfestival.ca/ 

 

• Have high tea at the Fairmont Chateau Laurier. 

http://www.fairmont.com/laurier-ottawa/ 

 

• Visit the Rideau Canal.  A country drive along this 

World Heritage site will lead you to lovely towns such 

as Merrickville.  Enjoy a meal and some great 

shopping, year-round. 

http://www.realmerrickville.ca/see-and-do.html 

 

http://www.fairmont.com/montebello
file:///C:/Users/e11525/Music/Documents/BBI/CLEE/.%20http:/www.byward-market.com/
http://tulipfestival.ca/
http://www.fairmont.com/laurier-ottawa/
http://www.realmerrickville.ca/see-and-do.html


 

 
Camp Wanakita 

By Sam Coultas 
Australian Exchangee 2013 

  
On the weekend of the 21st February a group of 
Australian exchange teachers attended Camp 
Wanakita, near Haliburton. The camp 
specializes in recreational sports and ecology.  
During the weekend we participated in various 
winter activities such as cross country skiing, 
snow shoeing, tobogganing and ice skating on 
the frozen lake. Saturday evening culminated in 
a night ski, along a lantern lit path across the 
lake. At the end of our journey we sat around a 
campfire and drank hot chocolate. Just when we 
thought the day was over, an intense game of 
broom ball ensued. The group of Aussies, ably 
assisted by Siobhan from CLEE and Joya, our 
guide, (almost) held their own against the 
opposing team, who by the way, were mostly 
practiced hockey players. Bruised and battered 
we headed back to our toasty warm cabins 
while Robyn and Peter trekked off into the 
darkness to their awaiting accommodation – a 
quinzee hut. This is basically a hollowed out pile 
of snow, but they said they were warm and 
comfortable and even managed to sleep for a 
few hours. 
 
The weekend was very enjoyable for all 
involved. It was a great opportunity to 
experience a crash course in all things winter.  
 
Thanks to Siobhan for joining us at the last 
minute and to Bob Cole for organizing the 
weekend. 
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Camp Wanakita 

Some winter fun! 


